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THE THREE THINGS. 


TurREE things are indispensable to a successful prosecution of Christian missions 
in pagan lands: 1, Af’sstonartes ; 2, Money; 3, Prayer. We are instructed by the 
Great Teacher to seek the Lord in prayer for the laborers needed. ‘* The harvest 
truly is plenteous, but the laborers are few. Pray ye therefore the Lord of the har- 
vest, that he will send forth laborers into his harvest.” But the Lord’s people must 
provide the means requisite to sustain the men and women whom the Lord sum- 
mons into his service, and sends into the great harvest-field. Those laborers may be 
eminently endowed with the qualifications necessary for the work to which they are 
divinely called; they may have physical health and strength, intellectual capacity, 
thorough culture, varied knowledge, ardent desire for the salvation of souls, solid 
and devout piety, vigorous faith, great moral courage, a resolute will, and a fixed 
purpose. But these endowments can not take the place or supply the lack of money. 
They who go forth into distant lands as the messengers of Christ to lost men must be 
provided with the pecuniary means necessary to sustain them in their missionary 
toils. They who do not go must give to support those who do go. Give, not 
merely to pay the passage and to provide for the temporal support of those who go 
into the foreign field, but give for establishing schools, building sanctuaries, trans- 
lating and printing the Scriptures, making and publishing religious hooks and tracts 
for gratuitous circulation, sending out and supporting native preachers, with all 
other agencies essential to aggressive and efficient operations for overthrowing the 
systems and forces of idolatry, and for evangelizing the nations of the earth. 

But with money must be associated persistent, earnest, effectual prayer. Prayer 
not merely by the men and women sent into the field, but by the people of the Lord 
who remain at home. In no Christian labor, whether at home or abroad, can success 
be achieved without prayer; but for missionary work, amid the stubborn difficulties 
encountered on heathen shores, there must be special supplication for the blessing of 
God. They who have not money to give can do much to aid the cause by regular 
and earnest intercessions at the throne of grace. It is to be feared that in this one 
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respect there is too little giving to the cause of missions. Even those who give their 
silver and gold do not always lay their pecuniary offerings on God’s altar with 
prayer. Too many regard their contributions as made to help a struggling mission- 
‘ary society, and not as a means to extend the kingdom of God in the earth. Such 
are not very likely to pray for the success of Christian missions in foreign lands. 


HOW STANDS THE CASE? 


Tne first nine months of the last fiscal year, the Missionary Union received in 
donations and legacies $61,613.54; and in the first nine months of the present year, 
only $48,717.68 from the same sources, making a difference of $12,895.86. If we 
add to the receipts of last year those derived from the special appeal for a ‘‘Fourth of 
July Offering,” tne whole amount received for the first nine months of that year will 
be $66,053.49, against $48,717.68, during the first nine months of this year, making 
the falling-off $17,335.81. That is a rather discouraging exhibit. It does not pro- 
mote the comfort or remove the anxiety of the friends of the Union to be told, that 
such a result was to be anticipated as inevitable in these times of wide-spread busi- 
ness depression. Is not the falling-off in receipts a little too much for even these 
hard times? Too much, indeed, for the welfare of our missions. The strain, if 
continued to the end of the year (March 31, 1877), will be more than the work in 
hand can endure. Melancholy consequences must certainly follow if the shrinkage 
of donations goes on for the remaining three months of the year in proportion to 
that of the first nine months. 

But is the large and disastrous decrease in the receipts of the Union an ¢nevitadle 
result of the times? Is it not charging too much upon the unfavorable condition of 
the business of the country! Is it not to be feared that many are justifying them- 
selves in not giving for the cause of missions by the plea of hard times, whose 
real ability to give, the hard times have not seriously affected? We know full well, 
and sincerely deplore the fact, that some who have been generous contributors to 
the treasury of the Union are so completely crippled in their business pursuits that 
it is simply impossible for them to do as they would gladly do for the cause they 
ardently love. 

But we assert, without fear of successful contradiction, that, notwithstanding the 
hard times, — which it can not be denied have sadly disabled the resources of many 
generous donors to the cause of missions, — there is yet in our Baptist churches an 
abundance of means to relieve the burdens of the Union; that all the funds needed 
to meet the pledges made to its mission-fields for this year could be supplied without 
imposing the least sacrifice upon a single individual within the ranks of Baptist 
churches; that the money which will be sguandcred before the close of the present 
fiscal year of the Union by Christians, even by those Christians who are in very 
moderate circumstances, would provide more thanj sufficient to answer all the 
requirements of the fields occupied and the work attempted in each mission, 


together with the liquidation of the debt of $30,000 and upwards now resting on the 
Union. 
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Such statements, made in these days when the very air is ringing with the cry of 
hard times, may seem to be too sweeping. But facts can be cited that will entirely 
vindicate the statements from the charge of rashness and extravagance. Take the 
Christian men of our churches, whose expenditures for some simple indulgences for 
the next three months could be saved without sacrifice or difficulty to them, and ask 
them to give that amount to missions. Take the Christian women whose outlay 
in the same time for mere personal ornaments to gratify’taste could be avoided with 
scarcely any self-denial, certainly without any detriment to their persons or the 
piety, and let them give the amount thus hoarded. Then let the wealthy Christian 
men and women, who could double and quadruple their customary donations to mis 
sions without involving any sensible diminution in the sum-total of their large, safely- 
invested and yearly-augmenting fortunes. Let the thousands and tens of thousands 
in very humble circumstances simply guard and save the cen/s and dimes which in 
the course of ninety days will slip from their fingers for— they know not what. 
In all this we preach nothing of self-denial, nothing of sacrifice. No one is exhorted 
to deprive himself of anything really necessary to his well-being and happiness. 
And from ¢hese resources alone cnough, nay, an abundance, will flow into the treas- 
ury of the Union to carry forward its entire work with ease, vigor, and success. 

Then must the cause of missions in heathen lands ¢zevétadly suffer because of these 
hard times? Such a result is zo¢ ¢nevitable. To thousands and tens of thou- 
sands we must say the hard times will not be a sufficient excuse before God for your 
neglect to sustain the work he has laid before you and ufonw you. If so many of us 
can bear a part in this work, even in these trying times, without subjecting ourselves 
to any extraordinary economy, without encountering a single thing that can be truly 
called a self-denial, without depriving ourselves, or those dependent on us, of any- 
thing essential to our health and true happiness, then we can not refuse to bear our 
part with impunity. 


A REMARKABLE EXAMPLE. 


WE call attention to a remarkable example of liberality, because there are so many 
churches who are just now pleading their poverty as an excuse for putting aside the 
claims of Christian beneficence. They are intending to withhold in thes2 hard times 
their customary contributions to the work of foreign missions, and to the work of all 
other mjssionary enterprises. In response to every call made for a donation, they 
silence the call with the one word ‘‘ poverty.” The case of remarkable liberality to 
which we refer has already been put on record by an inspired author, but we will — 
quote it. It is not as you, reader, are beginning to suspect, that of the widow whose 
act our Lord extols; but it is that of some churches planted by the Apostle Paul in 
Macedonia, at Philippi, at Berea, and at Thessalonica, and which, though poor and 
persecuted mission-churches located in the midst of heathen communities, made 
generous donations for the impoverished Christians dwelling at Jerusalem. The 
record is found in 2 Cor. viii. 1 and following verses. No translation we have yet 
read brings out the deep and vigorous meaning of the apostle’s language. The 
phraseology of Paul is very strong, because the generosity of these Macedonian Chris- 
tians is truly wonderful. 
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The best rendering, we think, yet given of the original is that by Conybeare and 
Howson ; and that is the rendering we cite. It is as follows: ‘‘I desire, brethren, to 
make known to you the manifestation of God’s grace, which has been given in the 
churches of Macedonia. For in the heavy trial which has proved their steadfastness, 
the fullness of their joy has everflowed, out of the depth of their poverty, in the 
richness of their liberality. They have given (I bear them witness) not only 
according to their means, but beyond their means, and that of their own free will, 
for they desought me with much entreaty that they might bear their part in the 
grace of ministering to Christ's people.” 

We have italicised such words and clauses as reveal the striking features in the 
liberality of these Macedonian Christians. Return to the description, and mark well 
these striking features. 

That liberality, in the first place, was a manifestation of God’s grace. It resem- 
bled the divine liberality, as set forth in the same chapter and in these words, ‘ For 
you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, how, though he was rich, yet for our 
sakes he became poor, that you by his poverty might be made rich.” (As translated 
by Conybeare and Howson.) 

Again. The fullness of their joy overflowed although they were in great trials ; and 
that overflowing joy incited and evinced Christian benevolence. It led them to be gen- 
erous in their liberality though they were poor. They were abundant in joy ; and being 
full to overflowing of joy, though in the very lowest stages of poverty, out of the depth 
of their poverty they found something to give in answer to the calls of Christian 
benevolence. Genuine, joyful piety will find something to give away out of the 
deepest poverty. True piety will open the heart to contribute liberally. It is not 
poverty that is going to keep some of our poor and struggling churches from giving 
to missions in these hard times, but a lack of deep and fervent picty. They do not 
need more pecuniary strength to put them on the list of contributing churches, to 
enable them to imitate and manifest the grace of God, as that grace shines forth in 
the divine Son becoming poor to enrich others ; but what they need more than wealth 
is a true and hearty consecration to the Lord and his cause. This gained, the giving 
is sure to follow, if giving is required. And the giving which comes out of deep 
poverty is more Christian, more Christ-like, than that which proceeds from affluence. 

Again. The Macedonian Christians, as Paul bears them witness, did not measure 
their offerings by their means. They went beyond their means. Nor were they 
aroused and enticed into this large liberality by powerful arguments and pathetic 
appeals from Paul. No description of suffering excites natural sympathy. No cry 
of pinching want, no story of heroic endurance, brought them with gifts to the altar 
of Christian beneficence. They went beyond their means of their own free will. A 
Christian actuated by the spirit of a true piety will not only be a liberal giver but a 
voluntary giver. Such an one will act on principle and not on impulse. 

Again. These Macedonian Christians besought Paul with much entreaty that he 
would permit them —to do what? To bear their part in the grace of ministering 
to Christ’s people! Noble generosity! Astonishing piety! Paul does not beseech 
them with much entreaty to bear their part in the churches’ work. They entreat 
him to let them do their part. What if the members of modern Christian churches 
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should appeal to their pastors in that way? Now the pastor, or some missionary 
secretary, by every argument and appeal he can discover and apply, must Jeg the 
members of our churches to do their part in sustaining the enterprises of Christian 
beneficence. Oh, if only each church would bear its part! That part may be very 
small. But ¢hat being accepted and sustained with the promptness and cordiality 
which a genuine piety dictates, how speedily and plentifully would the treasury of 
the Lord be supplied with the means requisite for the cause of missions, both at home 
and abroad ! 

Once more. These Macedonian Christians counted the part they had to bear not 
as a duty, irksome and offensive, to be got through with and out of the way, but as 
afavor to be coveted. They wanted to bear their part zz the grace of ministering 
to Chris?’s people. It was a precious privilege. They would have and enjoy such 
a privilege even though they were in great trials, even though in great poverty. It 
was hard lot enough to be in tribulation and in deep poverty. But it were a harder 
lot to be deprived of the opportunity to bear a part in the grace of ministering to , 
Christ’s people. 

Surely this case of liberality among those early churches in pagan lands is in 
every aspect of it very remarkable. Is it not deserving of study by the scores and 
hundreds of modern churches which are in these hard times refusing to make 
contributions for the support of God’s cause, as it appeals to them in the work of 
missions? 


CHRISTIANS AND HARD TIMES. 


Ir every Christian family in the land would 
deny themselves to the extent of a pound of tea 
per year, a pound of sugar per week, and would 
retrench only a little in the use of such luxuries 
as coffee and butter and silks and laces and 
the like, the Lord’s treasury would be full to 
overflowing even in these hard times. When 
Christians exercise self-denial, the word of the , 
Lord will run very swiftly, till it encompasses 
the ends of the earth and sheds its light on 
every soul that liveth. For want of this self- 


denial the board of one of our largest denomi- 
nations is obliged to announce to the people 
for whom it acts, ‘‘ We dare not act till the 
treasury is replenished ;” and another declares, 
‘*We have been forced to postpone all appro- 
priations until the mind and will of the church 
can be known.” This is bringing the responsi- 
bility directly home to every one who professes 
and calls himself a Christian, and places it 
where it properly belongs. — /utelligencer. 


MISSIONARY JOTTINGS IN CHINA. 


BY MISS A. M. FIELDE, SWATOW. 


I HAVE just returned from a trip to Kek 
Khoi, Kit-ie, and Kue Snia. The former place 
is in a region where the Bible-women have been 
for some time at work, and where Mr. Part- 
ridge has lately rented a chapel and stationed a 
native preacher. There is great encouragement 
to work there; and the cause of the interest 
manifested in the gospel is somewhat singular. 


A STRANGE PROPHECY. — Some thirty years 
ago, a widow died there ; and as her body did not 
become quite cold, she was not put in a coffin, 
and after seven days she came to life again. 
After this she worshipped no idols, but estab- 
lished an altar in her house, and worshipped 
only the great heavens. She taught a new doc- 
trine, and many came and enrolled both their 
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own names and those of their dead friends 
among her disciples. She said that thereafter 
foreigners would come and be the brethren and 
sisters of her people; that they would teach in 
completeness the doctrine which she taught but 
imperfectly ; that she was as a lizard in a well, 
with scarce room to spread her claws, but that 
they would be as birds that flew far and spread 
news widely ; that a foreign lady would build a 
house with an upper story, glass windows, and 
a veranda, where women would be taught, sing 
hymns, and answer questions, and that this 
_ house would have one side toward the moun- 
tains and one toward the sea; that there were 
to be seven days of darkness preceding a 
judgment-day,—a time when there should be 
clothes and none who wanted them, rice and 
none to eat it, roads and none to walk them; 
that in the judgment-day a Saviour would de- 
scend from heaven to judge all, and those who 
had believed in him would receive a crown; 
that after the judgment there would be a new 
heaven and a new earth, where none would be 
sad or sick. Great numbers of the people be- 
came her adherents; and she was, after some 
five years, executed as a disturber of the peace. 

A CorRDIAL RECEPTION. — Whether she had 
from some tract or traveller obtained a hint of 
Christian doctrine, or whether, when in her 
trance, she received prophetic insight, cannot 
now be known. But when the Bible-women 
went there, their report was received as the 
fulfilment of a known prophecy; and many 
women said to them, ‘‘We have been waiting 
these twenty years to hear this.” The Bible- 
women tell me they meet with cordial reception 
in all the villages there; and when I went to the 
villages all the women came out and stood in 
rows on the sides of the narrow streets, and 
looked at me as I passed with a quiet interest 
which was very remarkable. 

A STRANGE SIGHT. — From Kek Kho, I went 
to Linden chapel at Kue Snia, where a hun- 
dred and six persons attended the service on 
Sunday. During the week throngs of people 
were constantly passing the chapel to go to 
a festival in the next village. One of the na- 
tives of that village was supposed to be pos- 
sessed by the spirit of one of the gods. He 
climbed a ladder, the rounds of which were 
made of sharp knives; he washed himself in 
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boiling oil; he walked barefoot on a bed or 
burning coals ; he was carried in a chair driven 
full of sharp nails; he broke dishes, and with 
the fragments cut the end of his tongue, and 
with the blood that flowed wrote charms to be 
posted on the doorposts, or worn in a bag at 
the neck, as a protection against evil spirits, 
If he cut his feet on the ladder, or burned 
them on the coals, the reason given was that 
some one who had lately borne a male child, or 
married a wife, had looked at him. Twelve 
theatres were called to perform; and the sound 
of their gongs and drums continued all day and 
night. These grave orgies were carried on for 
seven days and nights. A forest of bamboo 
poles, each supporting a lantern, waved over 
the village; and it was estimated that ten thou- 
sand dollars were spent in the entertainment of 
guests. 

THe EFFECTS OF THE FESTIVAL. — These 
seasons are considered very fatal to animals; 
and many die beside those slain for food. A 
pig belonging to one of our Christian women 
in this village fell sick; and as the welfare of 
her family during the winter depended much on 
the life of the pig, she at once came to the 
chapel to ask me to pray for it. I had gone 
with the native preacher to another village ; but 
some of the women were at the chapel, and 
united in prayer that the pig might not die. 
The next morning the woman came with the 
joyful report that the pig was well. 

COMPLIANCE AND REFUSAL. — When the fes- 
tival was past, a levy was made on all the in- 
habitants of the village to pay for it. We 
have eight church-members in that village, and 
five, of them at once gave way to the fear of 
the certain persecution which would follow their 
resistance of the custom, and paid the amount 
assessed. Three told the collectors that they 
did not desire the blessing of the gods; that 
they worshipped another God, against whom 
they should sin if they paid money for the 
support of idol-worship, and that, though they 
should be killed in consequence, they dare 
not offend their God. 

Martyrs. — These three came to the chapel, 
and we talked over Matt. v. 10, and prayed that 
their faith might not fail; and then they went 
back to areal, though slow martyrdom. Among 
these three was the woman whose pig had been 
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prayed for. We have got to have quiet native 
martyrs here; and this woman seems to be 
steadily passing on toward the stake. 

ANOTHER CHAPEL IN PROSPECT. — As an out- 

wth from the Linden chapel, which is now 
too full for comfort, the brethren there propose 
building another chapel three miles distant and 
nearer some of their homes at Pe Tha. One 
of the members will give the ground and his 
time to the work of building. Others have 
promised to make up one-half the sum of mon- 
ey required, if I will provide the other half. 
I have acceded to their request, and am hope- 
ful that their part of the project may be accom- 
plished. 

Perhaps this is the beginning of an answer 
to the Bible-women’s favorite prayer, that there 
may be a chapel every three miles all over Ke 
Chia. 


FOREIGN MISSIONS IN 1776. 


BY REV. D. F. LAMSON, WORCESTER, MASS. 


PROBABLY few persons are aware that one 
hundred years ago the idea of a mission to 
Guinea, on the west coast of Africa, was seri- 
ously entertained by some persons of note in the 
American colonies. As there were ‘‘ reformers 
before the Reformation,” so there were men in 
whom the missionary spirit was strong long 
before the era of the modern missionary enter- 
prise. No less distinguished characters in the 
Puritan churches of New England than Ezra 
Stiles and Samuel Hopkins wrote a communi- 
cation over their joint signature, which was 
published in the ‘* Massachusetts Spy” for 
July 10 and 17, 1776, addressed to the minis- 
ters of the gospel in Worcester County, calling 
attention to this subject. They state that 
‘‘there are two negro men, members of the 
first Congregational Church in Newport, on 
Rhode Island, named JSristol Gamma and 
Fohn Quamine, who were hopefully converted 
four years ago, and have from that time sus- 
tained a good character as Christians, and have 
made good proficiency in Christian knowl- 
edge.” These men are further described as 
‘‘about thirty years of age, of good natural 
abilities; are apt, steady, and judicious, and 


speak their nation’s language, the language of 
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a numerous, potent nation in Guinea, to which 
they belong.” The address also states that 
‘*they are not only willing but very desirous 
to quit all worldly prosperity and risk their 
lives in attempting to open a door for the propa- 
gation of Christianity among their poor, igno- 
rant, and perishing heathen brethren.” 

Previous contributions, it seems, had been 
received in response to some private appeals to 
aid in the education of these men, and also to 
help one of them to complete the purchase of 
his freedom. More money is asked for in the 
communication referred to to support them — 
until they had an opportunity to go to Guinea, 
‘*to furnish them with necessaries for their 
voyage and mission; to set up schools to teach 
the youth and children, if a way shall open for 
this; and for any other services to promote 
this important design as God in his providence 
shall point out the way.” The hope is ex- 
pressed that the undertaking, ‘‘ though small 
in its beginning, may issue in something very _ 
great, and open a way to the happiness and 
salvation of multitudes; yea, of many nations 
who are now in the most miserable state, ready 
to perish in the darkness of heathenism.” The 
fact is recognized, in conclusion, that some 
might think the time when the colonies were 
just on the eve of a struggle for life with the 
mother country was an inopportune one in 
which to urge such an undertaking. But the 
writers turn the condition of public affairs into 
an additional reason for endeavoring to extend 
the blessings of civil and religious liberty to 
those who were destitute of them on the part 
of a people who so highly prized them as to 
sacrifice what the American people were then 
sacrificing to secure them. 

The whole address is in a lofty tone of relig- 
ious zeal and missionary enthusiasm. It is 
interesting as showing that the minds of men 
were turning to Africa as a missionary field, 
and that the idea of evangelizing that country 
by means of her own children was entertained 
more than a century ago. The speedy com- 
mencement of hostilities with England no 
doubt caused the interest that began to be 
awakened to languish and finally die out alto- 
gether. The poverty of the country during 
and after the war of the Revolution, and espe- 
cially the formality and worldliness which 
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accompanied the return of prosperity, suffi- 
ciently explain the neglect of the duty of the 
church to evangelize the world which prevailed 
until the early part of this century. 

The authors of the paper alluded to express 
the conviction that the proposed mission, if 
carried on, would prove an efficient means of 
checking the African slave-trade with its ‘‘ dread- 
ful and horrid attendants.” But in this, as in 
many other things, it has been seen that the 
wishes and hopes of the best of men are often 
disappointed. Slavery, instead of yielding to 
such influences and passing peaceably away, 
lived on, surviving the Revolution, threatening 
the dissolution of the republic, grown strong in 
power, until at last it was burned out by the 
flames of civil war. 

The argument which these early friends of 
missions to the heathen used a century ago is 
of weight still: viz., ‘‘the duty of all who 
pray ‘ Thy kingdom come’ to contribute liber- 
ally to forward the attempt to send the glorious 
gospel of the blessed God to the nations who 
worship false gods, and dwell in the habitation 
of cruelty and the land of the shadow of 
death.” The salvation of Africa, the seat of 
ancient and powerful civilizations, the scene 
of nameless barbarities, the home of the gross- 
est fetichism; and the land of mystery and 
death, seems still distant in the future. But 
the promise is sure, and on it we build our 
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hope, ‘‘ Ethopia shall stretch out her hands to 
God.” And when Africa’s redemption comes, 
it will come through her own disenthralled, 
regenerated children. 


PRAYING FOR MISSIONS. 


One thing at least cam be done among all the 
churches. Christians can offer more and more 
fervent prayer in the closet, in the family, at 
the monthly concert, in the pulpit. It is painful 
to hear ministers of Christ go through with the 
whole sabbath service in their churches with 
but very slight, sometimes without any allusion, 
even in prayer, to the wants of that whole world 
for which Christ died, for whose enlightenment 
and salvation he commissioned his apostles, 
instituted a church, and appointed a ministry. 
If all ministers and all Christians would but 
remember and ever realize the great purpose 
for which they have been redeemed, born of 
the Spirit, made disciples of Christ and heirs of 
heaven, — namely, that they may be ‘‘ the salt 
of the earth,” ‘*the light of the world,” that 
through their efforts the world may be saved, — 
surely there would be more and more effectual 
prayer, and then soon more general, more 
earnest, more successful effort. — J/issionary 
Herald. 


HENTHADA REVISITED. 


BY MRS. R. A. BAILEY. 


PRAYERS ANSWERED AND Hopes Disap- 
POINTED. — The loving friends who followed 
me in their prayers for a safe and prosperous 
voyage will be glad to know that their prayers 
have been abundantly answered. We had a 
very quick passage from Glasgow to Rangoon, 
being only thirty-four days from pilot to pilot. 
On my arrival in Rangoon, I found that Mr. 
and Mrs. Crawley had been obliged to leave 
Henthada two months before we arrived. 
Miss H. E. Watson had come over to Hen- 
thada to keep the work going till I came, but 
was planning to leave the very day 1 should 


arrive. As she was anxious to return to her 
work in Zeegong, she was very urgent in her 
request that I come up to Henthada as soon 
as possible. I spent only four days in Ran- 
goon, and went direct to my work in Hen- 
thada. 

OTHER GREETINGS. — It was a very sad thing 
to return to the desolate house, where was no 
one to welcome me, as I had expected. The 
whole school met me on the bank of the river, 
and they received me as one from the dead; 
for when I left them, nearly four years ago, I 
was carried dowa silently, while the school- 
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gitls followed, shedding tears of real sorrow. 
Now there are tears of joy and of sorrow too; 
for, while they rejoice over my arrival, I can- 
not but weep for those we loved so much, and 
» whom we cannot hope to see again. Mrs. 
Thomas gave me a warm welcome to her 
home; but it was with a heavy heart that I 
turned my steps to the great, empty house 
which was to be my home. 

Hopes DEFERRED. —In this dreary day for 
the Henthada mission, what wonder that the 
native Christians gathered round me with 
double joy, saying with satisfied looks, ‘‘ Now 
we are strong; the mama has returned to us.” 
But there was a disappointment very near 
them; for I soon felt the malarious influence of 
the climate, and, after 1 had remained with 
them five days, I was obliged to leave them for 
a season, for the fever had very much reduced 
me, and there was no hope of breaking it up 
in a place so full of malaria. I returned to 
Rangoon, to remain till the country shall be 
dry enough to be healthy. I have had very 
little fever since my arrival here; and when 
the rains are over, I do not anticipate any 
more trouble from fever. 

NEED OF LABORERS. URGENT CALLS. — 
The need everywhere of laborers, while a great 
work is opening to us on every hand, is most 
painfully apparent. Every station seems very 
weak, very poorly supplied with workers. Six 
years ago, when I left Thongzai, I think there 


was not a mission-station in Burmah, in which - 


there was a missionary, that did not invite me 
to come to it, And now, before I enter upon 
my work, I have most urgent calls from Toun- 
goo to come; for the need of help is impera- 
tive. Why do so many able people spend 
their time for naught, while the work here lan- 
guishes, and the missionaries faint under their 
heavy burdens? It is discouraging; and I 
know not what I am to do. Going into the 
work alone is taking responsibilities for which 
I feel very poorly qualified. 

PROGRESS AND WANTS OF THE GIRLS’ SCHOOL. 

Under Mrs. Crawley’s care, the boarding- 
school had doubled in size. There has been a 
great change in public opinion on the subject 
of education. We no longer have to solicit 
pupils. It is easy work getting girls to come 


te us whe are willing to sign an agreement to 


“So Much to do at Home.” 


rethain three or five years. The great need 
now is teachers. 1 wish we had a good staff of 
native teachers; but they do not grow into 
good teachers wighout training here any more 
than they do at home. And our first want 
now is some one to train native teachers. 

WHO Is RESPONSIBLE? — Dear friends, this 
is just as truly your work as it is mine. You 
cannot think God has excused you from this 
work any more than he has me. Here now is 
one way in which you can enter into it: ‘* Pray 
ye the Lord of the harvest that he send forth 
more laborers,” and then follow up your prayers 
with an offering to provide laborers with the 
necessities of life. I beg of you not to pass 
this by, but to attend to this great work. We 
may yet possess this land, if we get help from 
you in time; but unless you are prompt, our 
opportunity is lost. 

DANGERS. — Already the Catholics are gain- 
ing ground, and even Buddhism is gaining con- 
verts ; so far from tottering and crumbling, it 
is gaining fresh converts every day. I am told 
by reliable missionaries here on the field, who 
ought to know, that in the past ten years 
Buddhism has won ten converts to Christiani- 
ty’s one, and in the last year the proportion 
was a hundred to one. These new converts 
are among the heathen Karens, as the Burmans 
are all Buddhists. Will our Baptists allow this 
most promising field to be taken out of our 
hands? It is time we were redoubling our 
energies, instead of relaxing them; and after 
our people at home have done all they can to 
endow schools and colleges, I hope they will 
again turn their attention to Christian work in 
other lands. 

Rancoon, Nov. 7, 1876. 


““SO MUCH TO DO AT HOME!* 


WE have in the United States more than 
five millions of evangelical Christians solemnly 
pledged to live and labor for Christ; at least 
forty thousand ministers of the gospel conse- 
crated to his special service, —one to every thou- 
sand of the population of the country ; hundreds 
of benevolent organizations, general and local, 
co-operating with the forty thousand churches 
te reach every form ef humaa want and misery ; 
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numerous societies for the diffusion of a Chris- 
tian literature’; religious newspapers that may 
reach every village and household in the land; 
institutions of learning of every grade, with 
open doors, inviting all who will to come and 


Must we Adopt the Toungya System. 


(February, 


partake freely, or at a trifling cost, of the bless. 
ings of knowledge and culture; and yet how 
often one hears the cry, ‘* There is so much to 
do at home!” — Selected. 


MUST WE ADOPT THE TOUNGYA SYSTEM? 


BY REV. C. H. CARPENTER, BASSEIN, BURMAH. 


ON the mountains of Burmah, there is a 
class of people who practice what is called the 
Toungya mode of cultivation. With their 
heavy knives, each family manages by great 
effort to make a clearing of a few acres in the 
dense jungle, felling the smaller trees and 
girdling the larger ones. Under the tropical 
sun, the falling trunks and branches become as 
dry as tinder ina few months. The fire is then 
set, and quickly reduces the mass to a bed of 
ashes. Then the rain comes in its season, and 
the seed is sown directly on the ashes and 
calcined soil without plowing or digging. No 
orchards are set out for future fruitage. One 
good crop of grain is gathered, and then the 
clearing is abandoned for another. Weeds and 
finally a new crop of trees or bamboos spring 
up, and then the jungle is more impenetrable 
than ever; for in place of the grand old trees 
which kept down the undergrowth, we have 
tangled thickets in which creepers, tho:ms and 
briers abound. 

This system, though still practised to some 
extent, is justly considered a most wasteful and 
improvident one. Those who follow it lead a 
wandering life, and are the poorest of the poor. 
At the same time they exhaust the country. 
A little village of twenty or thirty families in 
the course of twenty years will obliterate the 
magnificent forest primeval over an equal 
number of square miles, leaving a scrubby, 
worthless growth and bare rock in its place. 
Meanwhile, springs dry up, and the rainfall is 
diminished all over the land, while the shifting 
population, which has accumulated nothing for 
itself, has paid to government a revenue of 
barely one rupee a year for each death-dealing 
dah. The lowlander, on the other hand, who 


tills his field for a generation, pays twenty 
times as much in taxes, and has something 
substantial to show for his labor besides. 

Now this article is not intended as a treatise 
on forest conservancy, much as a practical 
acquaintance with that science would seem to 
be needed by the people of America. The 
writer is a foreign missionary, and has never 
yet ceased to rejoice that he is one; though the 
profession is not without its drawbacks, some 
incident to the work itself, and some (a very 
small one) to the, relations which we are glad 
to sustain to our friends and supporters at 
home. ‘The point just now is this: we are not 
infrequently urged by good and intelligent 
friends of missions to adopt something like the 
superficial, nomadic kind of culture above 
sketched in our foreign evangelistic work. 
Their theory sounds well. Having given a 
heathen people the word of God in their own 
tongue, having established a circle of churches 
and ordained a body of native, ministers of ; 
more or less character and training, commend 


‘them to the word of God and his grace, and 


move on to the regions of utter darkness be- 
yond. To the good friends who urge this view, 
and to his venerated father in the gospel who 
has publicly said that our American mission- 
aries ought to have moved on out of British 
Burmah years ago, the writer has a few plain 
facts, culled from his own field of labor, which 
he begs to offer. If the facts seem to be dis- 
couraging, the man who has to face them year 
in and year out is not discouraged. If it be 
suggested that the facts are exceptional, he 
replies that he cannot regard them so. Simi- 
lar and the writer believes not less numerous 
@nd striking facts may be found-in every one 
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of our foreign mission-fields. Let the friends 
at home ponder the facts well, and then tell us 
whether we shall strike tents and move on. 

1. Bassein was first occupied by an American 
missionary in July, 1852. The gospel had 
been preached to a considerable extent by 
native preachers from Rangoon and Maulmain 
since 1835. Several churches had been formed. 
Systematic work under Abbott's superintend- 
ence from Sandoway as a base was begun in 
1840. 

2. Altogether thirty-seven years only of 
white man’s labor have been bestowed on this 
field, — twenty-two years in Bassein itself, and 
fifteen from Sandoway, a week's journey away 
from the district. From this total at least 
seven years should be deducted for the first 
non-effective years of three new missionaries. 
After thirty years then of preaching by a single 
white man, aided by native assistants raiscd up 
on the ground, we have at present a church- 
membership of 6,366, and if we include their 
unconverted children and friends, a Christian 
population of some 12,000 souls, grouped in 
not less than 2,000 families. 

3. Out of an adult, Christian population of 
6,000 or 7,000, 2,626, or about three-eighths, 
were reported last year as unable to read or 
write. 

4. Of more than 4,000 children and youth 
of schooling age, 1,743 only were at school for 
a part of last year. 

5. In this year of our Lord 1876, these 2,000 
Christian families possess exactly 684 New 
Testaments and 367 Bibles in their own lan- 
guage in all stages of dilapidation. Perhaps 
one entire copy of the New Testament could 
be found in four families, and one entire Bible 
in ten. In some whole villages I fear that 
neither Testament or Bible could be found out- 
side the chapel and pastor's house. For nearly 
a year it has been impossible to buy Karen 
Testaments at any price, and the supply of 
Karen Bibles is quite limited. 

6. Out of these 2,000 families, 328 only are 
reported as maintaining regular family worship. 

7. Aside from the church in town, I doubt if 
one of these sixty-four churches possesses a 
record-book properly kept. When the time 
comes for writing, the annual letter to the 
Association, the pastor and elders count up og 
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their fingers the number of deaths, baptisms, 
exclusions, &c., and send the figures in accord- 
ingly. The result is tolerably exact, no doubt; 
but there are no records for future reference. 
All is fugitive and inexact. 

8. Probably not one in ten of the adults can 
tell their own age or that of their grown-up 
children within three months. 

And yet these are the people who are sup- 
porting sixteen preachers among the heathen, 
and raising tens of thousands of rupees for the 
equipment of their high school with permanent 
buildings. In zeal for education and in love 
for the word of God, if not in positive intelli- 
gence, they do not stand second to the con- 
verts of any mission-field in Asia. 

g. As to their morals, I regard them as 
exceptionally chaste, honest, and truthful, re- 
garded as converts from heathenism. Yet I 
have before me a list of eighteen unordained 
pastors of churches, belonging to this district, 


_ who have been expelled from the ministry in 


consequence of grievous sin since 1840. This 
list was prepared by the aid of one of our 
oldest and most reliable pastors, and gives also 
the offences of which they were guilty, and 
their history subsequent to their fall. Eight 
were guilty of adultery or fornication; four of 
witchcraft, or heathen enchantments; two of 
drunkenness; two of embezzling money; one 
of covetousness and wife-beating; and one of 
gambling. Note the nature of their offences. 
A majority were of kinds not unknown in 
Christian lands; but four pastors of churches 
were convicted beyond a doubt of having re- 
sorted to the most absurd and wicked satanic 
arts, — arts which can only flourish in the dens- 
est ignorance. 

10. Saddest of all, two only of these eigh- 
teen fallen pastors are known to have given 
any sign of repentance; two others went over 
with a few followers to the Roman Catholics 
many years ago; one committed suicide; two 
died in jail since my first arrival in Bassein. 
Of the remainder quite a number still live ; but 
all walk apart, never going to the house of 
prayer, and nearly all abandoned to their vices. 

If so many of the leaders of the flock were 
heathen, and remained heathen at heart to the 
end, what must the condition of many of the 
people be? I would fain impress it upon 
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the Baptists of America, and upon our secre- 
taries and committees, that the lapse of indi- 
vidual converts, and of entire churches even, 
into a state of hardness and sin incomparably 
worse than that of the heathen is by no means 
difficult or unheard-of. Again note the facts. 
It. On my first arrival in Bassein, in 1869, I 
found several churches which had not been 
visited by a missionary for twenty years, and 
others which had never been visited. They 
were remote and difficult of access. Poor Mr. 
Beecher could not reach them. He was fairly 
killing himself, or letting himself be killed, 
by overwork and care. Of these churches, 
three at least, over the mountains by the sea, 
had lost their visibility. Great Plains, for ex- 
ample, so lovely for situation, once so bright 
with the smile of God, was now so dark with 
sin; the chapel gone to decay; the people 
most of them remaining, but so changed: 
drunkenness, gambling, sins of impurity more 
shameless, if possible, than the heathen, their 
unbelief, and the insensibility of their con- 
sciences seared as with a hot iron, far greater! 
In addition to these three churches, one of 
which we hope to reclaim, I can now point out 
four which are just wavering between life and 
death. Left to themselves, they would die out- 
right. By God’s help'we hope to save them. 
12. The twelfth and last fact is this: Out- 
side of Toungoo, the writer is the only mission- 
ary left at present in Burmah who preaches in 
Sgan Karen; and good and wise friends at 
home are urging him by almost every mail to 
give himself to WORK FOR THE HEATHEN. 
Brethren beloved! my reply to you all is 
this: If the ten thousand Baptist pastors of 
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America are justified in spending their lives in 
laboring each for the edification of a single 
flock, and for the conversion of church-going 
people and their children, one man certainly 
may be allowed to do what he can to establish 
this great circle of churches, just emerging from 
the most debasing form of heathenism, in the 
most holy faith. If the thousands of Baptist 
teachers, professors, editors, agents, and secre- 
taries in America have any call from God to 
occupy their present positions, the writer claims 
that he has a louder call to do all in his power 
for the enlightenment and Christian education 
of the children of these half-fledged disciples. 

Meanwhile, please take his word for it that 
he never knowingly passes by a heathen Karen 
village or family without stopping to warn them 
to flee from the wrath to come. 

The fact is, brethren, your debt to these peo- 
ple is not so easily discharged. You have not 
yet given them so much as the crumbs that fall 
from the tables. of your abundance. These 
native Christians have never seen an example; 
probably they have never conceived of what an 
orderly, intelligent church of Christ may be 
and do for the Master’s glory. They are only 
now struggling out of their ancient prison- 
house. They are still dazed, as it were, by 
the unaccustomed light. If, after yet another 
generation of patient instruction and wise 
guidance, they approach to the stature of man- 
hood in Christ Jesus, we shall have abundant 
reason for satisfaction and joy. To the writer 
there is joy and a measure of satisfaction 
already. 


MISSIONARY CORRESPONDENCE. 


BURMAH. 
Mission to the Karens. 


LETTER FROM Mrs. CARPENTER. 
Bassgin, Nov. 14, 1876. 
IT is now a year and a half since we returned 
to this place. As we look back over the months 
past, we can but see that the Lord has been leading 
us, has been working for us by means that we knew 
not of. We have more and more reason every year 


to trust him implicitly. Our school has steadily 
increased, — two hundred and thirty names on the 
roll this last term. Not only in numbers, but in a 
spirit of loyalty to truth and right, we think we see 
evidences of progress. The work is settling down 
more and more solidly, we hope, upon the only sure 
foundation, the Lord himself. There have been 
cases requiring marked discipline, but we hope 
none hopeless; and there have been also cases of 
marked spiritual growth. 
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Mission to the Assamese. sand, and begged to be prayed for. He gave up 


LETTER FROM Mrs. S. R. WARD. 


BArTIsM. — Yesterday, Jan. 17, eleven men and 
women put on Christ by baptism, of whom eight 
were Koles, from the tea-gardens near here, one a 
repentant prodigal son of preacher Kolibar’s, one a 
Kachassee man in my service, and one a Bengalee 
woman, a widow, whom, with her child, Providence 
cast into my hands for a home and instruction about 
ayear ago. Suddenly left a widow far from her 
own home and relatives, she begged, with an ear- 
nestness I could not resist, that I would be her pro- 
tector, — allow her to live near me, that she might 
not be exposed to temptation or a bad name, and 
might receive instruction; she wanted to forsake all 
sin and live a Christian life. Her apparent sincerity 
and the peculiar circumstances seemed to indicate 
my duty; and though in many ways the responsi- 
bility has been a heavy tax on my time, the result is 
certainly very cheering. Her sincerity has been 
evinced by a regular attendance at my girls’ school, 
where she has learned to read and write and do 
needle-work ; also by diligent attention at all the 
meetings, frequently giving expression to her ear- 
nest desire to be a true Christian; and now in the 
reception of the blessed ordinance of baptism she 
says her heart is very happy, and our hope is that 
she will be found among the chosen ones at last. 
Of the situation of an unprotected widow in this 
country, her peculiar trials and temptations, few in 
the society of a Christian land can have an idea: 
one must be somewhat conversant with Indian life 
to understand the church regulations laid down by 
St. Paul in regard to widows. 

A REMARKABLE CONVERSION.—I must add a 
few words about my Kacharassee servant. During 
the whole ten years of our mission-work here be- 
fore returning home, he was our faithful servant, 
but he clung as faithfully to his Hindooism. As 
soon as we returned here, he came again into service. 
A few months after, when his loved master was laid 
upon a dying-bed, he was most assiduous in his at- 
tentions; and when the last hour approached, to 
this man among others was the dying hand extend- 
ed, the farewell words spoken, with an earnest 
exhortation to believe in Christ. As he walked 
away with the tears streaming down his cheeks, my 
husband turned an earnest look toward me, and 
said, “ Labor for that man’s soul.” The request has 
not been forgotten. For a time, however, there 
seemed to be no yielding up of his old refuge in 
Hindooism, till about a year ago, when he was very 
ill; then he seemed to feel that he was in sinking 


his caste, — the last thing a native will resign, — and 
ate whatever I gave him. Since that time he has 
appeared a changed man, regularly attending all 
the meetings, bowing with others in prayer, which 
he had rigidly avoided doing before, and frequently 
expressing his desire to overcome all temptation, 
and serve the Lord faithfully. On this happy occa- 
sion of his baptism, if the blest above are conscious 
of what is passing below, there is surely ove in fi 

sympathy with my joy. 


Mission to the Chinese. 


LETTER FROM MR. PARTRIDGE. 
Swatow, Nov. g, 1876. 

Last week was the time of the bi-monthly assem- 
bling of our assistants and Bible-women. The 
weather was fine; and they came in promptly, so 
that we began work on Tuesday. A spirit of har- 
mony prevailed, and we had a very pleasant and 
encouraging series of exercises. 

I have been accustomed for nearly two years to 
make out a programme of exercises for the assistants 
before they came together, and to follow it as nearly 
as circumstances would admit. Perhaps I can not 
do better at this time than to send you a copy of 
the programme, which we carried out in every 
particular. 

At our church-meeting twenty-two persons, candi- 
dates for baptism, were examined, of whom five 
men and five women were accepted ; and on Sunday 
were baptized by Mr. McKibben. Of these one was 
a woman seventy-eight years old, who came from 
a station about forty miles distant. The youngest 
of the number was a promising young man of 
twenty-three. 

As I was having the names recorded, I noticed 
that one of the men, forty-eight years old, had a 
feminine name; and on inquiry learned that it was 
a custom, common among the Chinese, to give their 
sons feminine names in order to deceive the spirits, 
who might cause their death if they knew they were 
sons. By giving them a feminine name they im- 
agine they can deceive the spirits, who do not con- 
sider girls worth the trouble of harming. Lying 
and deceit in all forms are as natural as breathing 
to the Chinese; and nothing but the thorough work 
of the Holy Spirit can eradicate them from their 
hearts. 

For some months past, I have given such time as 
I could to the work of putting the Book of Acts 
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into our colloquial. It is now very nearly ready for 
the press. If we had the complete Bible in collo- 
quial, it would, I believe, be of very great value to 
us. We hoped Dr. Ashmore would be here in 
a few weeks to take up this work, for there is no 
one here nearly as competent as he for it; but we 
now fear we are to be disappointed. 

Mr. McKibben has visited several of our stations 
by himself, and the assistants report that he has 
made very rapid progress in acquiring the language ; 
’ some of the people (not church-members) refusing 
to believe that he has acquired all he knows in less 
than a year. 


PRoGRAMME oF Exercises, Oct. 31 to Nov. 6, 1876. 


Tues., Oct. 31, 10, A.M. Class Exercise (1st Epistle of Peter). 


Wed., Nov. 1, 7, 4.M. Tax read selections from Scripture. 
7,4.M. K'ai Bun preach, 
10, A.M. Class Exercise. 
7, P.M. Hong An read x Tim. iii. 
Volunteer remarks on ‘‘ Duty of Preachers.” 


Thurs., Nov. 2,7, A.M. A. K’ong read selections from Scrip- 
ture. 
7, aM. Li preach. 
10, A.M. Class Exercise. 
7, ?.M. Chiang Lim read Matt. ix. 
Volunteer remarks on “‘ Christ’s Promises.” 


Friday, Nov. 3,7, 4-M- NMgwan T'ang read selections from 
Scripture. 
7,AM- Po San preach. 
10, Class Exercise. 
7, PM. read Matt. xxviii. 
Volunteer remarks on “ Duty of all Christians to make 
known the gospel to others.” 


Prayer for the aid of the Holy Spirit 
in the services of the day. 
Sermon by Hx. 


Church-meeting. 
Covenant-meeting. 


Sat., Nov. 4, 7, A.M. 


7, AM. 

2, P.M. 

7, P.Me 

Sun., Nov. 5, 7, A-M. 
10, A.M. 


Covenant-meeting (continued). 

Sermons by Mr. Partridge, Chiang 
Lim, and Ngwan T'ang. 

Baptisms by Mr. M/cK ibben. 

Hand of Fellowship and Lord’s Sup- 
pere 

K’ai Bun read 2 Cor. ix. 

Contributions. 


Mon., Nov. 6, 7, A.M. Prayer. 


Remarks by the assistants on verses selected as guiding 
verses for the two ensuing months. 


12, M 
2, P.M. 


4 PM. 


This programme does not include the daily talks 
with the assistants in regard to their work. 

On Thursday, p.M., there was a public examination 
of the boys’ school, and on Friday, P.M., a similar 
one of the girls’ school. Miss Fielde was busy every 
day with her Bible-women. 


Missionary Correspondence. 
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LETTER FROM Mr. GopDArD. 


Nincpo, Oct. 27, 1876. 


A Few days after sending you my annual report, 
I received your letter of Aug. 8, informing me of 
my appropriations for the present year. I am thank- 
ful to the committee for what they have given me; 
and will try to meet their wishes in the use made 
of it, though the amount is less than I hoped to 
receive, and will cramp my operations somewhat, 
Still, far be it from me to add by complaining to 
the many burdens and anxieties of those at home, 
who are doing the best they can for this great 
cause. 

On the 12th inst. word was brought me that a fire 
had broken out near to our chapel, and was endan- 
gering it. Mr. Churchill and I immediately went 
in, and found the main street on fire on both sides 
within two doors of the chapel, some thirty houses 
having been destroyed. Fortunately there was little 
wind, and the engines had got control of the flames. 
Our steeple took fire, but was saved without much 
damage. I think, however, it will be necessary to 
take it down; and as re-building it would involve 
considerable expense, I propose to roof the belfry 
and let the spire go. Our chapel was filled with the 
possessions of our neighbors, who thought its thick 
walls were a protection against the flames and the 
pillage which accompanies such scenes. Some 
damage to the building and furniture was caused by 
them, a part of which they have made good. We 
certainly have great occasion for thankfulness that 
the flames were stayed and our chapel spared to 
us. 

On Monday, Oct. 16, the Chskiang Baptist Asso- 
ciation met with us in this same chapel. Ling Ze 
Hyi, from Hang Chow, was elected chairman, and 
Tsin-Jing-Kwe and S. P. Barchet clerks. Sermons 
were preached on Monday, Tuesday, and Wednes- 
day forenoons by S. P. Barchet, Coh Kyin Seng, 
and myself. No measures of great importance were 
passed; but the general influence in stirring up and 
quickening the spiritual life of those present was 
good. Owing to the inconvenience and expense of 
meeting annually, it was decided to meet hereafter 
once in two years; and the next meeting is to be 
held in Zas-hying. 

In looking over the records, I find that this 
church, — the first church planted by our Society in 
this province, — was organized twenty-niney ears ago 
Oct. 31, 1847, with four constituent members: viz., 
Dr. D. J. McGowan and Mrs. McGowan and Rev. 
E. C. Lord and Mrs. Lord. From that little germ 
have developed, in twenty-nine years, nine churches 
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with three hundred and ten members; while a large 
number have already finished their course, and are 
rejoicing in the presence of their Saviour in glory. 
Instead of one chapel we now have twenty-two; 
the most widely separated, viz., Chusan and King- 
wo, being over three hundred miles apart. The 
retrospect is encouraging; and though progress 
here has not been as marked or as rapid as in 
many other places, there has been substantial prog- 
ress, and there is every reason to hope for greater 
things in the future. 

Our success compares favorably with that of other 
denominations in the same field, when the disparity 
in men and means employed is taken into account. 
This is said in no spirit of boasting, but rather in 
thankfulness to Him who has used such weak and, 
humanly speaking, inadequate instrumentalities for 
the accomplishment of his work. With united 
ranks and fresh courage we would push on shoulder 
to shoulder for the conquest of this land. And 
victory is ours, for the Lord of Hosts is with us. 
In his name we will go up and take the land. Pray 
for us. 

Nov. 9. Last Sunday I was permitted to bap- 
tize two young men who give promise of becoming 
useful Christians. One was from Do-kyi-des, and 
his attention was called.to religious subjects by 
reading a tract which had been received years 
before from some unknown person, and had re- 
mained in the house unread and unnoticed, until 
taken up to while away the weary hours of a day 


when he was too unwell to go to work. Surely’ 


this is a marked instance of the bread cast upon 
the waters found “after many days.” If his con- 
duct continues as satisfactory as it has been, I 
hope in another year to put him under instruction 
for a preacher. 

On Monday about noon, a fire broke out in the 
barracks of the foreign drilled troops, just within 
the city, and separated from our house only by the 
city wall and a lane. Had the wind been in our 
direction, it is doubtful if we could have escaped. 
The powder was all removed; but some loaded 
shells were left, and their explosions when the fire 
reached them caused considerable alarm, though no 
one was hurt by them. God has kept us in peace. 


LETTER FROM Dr. Lorn. 


Nincpo, Oct. 27, 1876. 


Foor native preachers have been supported from 
your funds entrusted to me during the past year. 


The first-named is Tsin-Jing-Kwe. He is a man 
now some thirty-five years of age. When I first 
knew him he was a little boy in a day school which 
I had charge of in connection with the mission- 
chapel in the days of the senior Goddard. He 
made a profession of Christianity at about the age 
of twenty. Soon after his connection with the 
church, he commenced helping me in mission-work. 
He was ordained to the ministry some five or six 
years ago. He is quite well acquainted with the 
Scriptures and with Christian doctrine. I regard 
him as a good, reliable man. He labors under 
partial deafness, which somewhat embarrasses him, 
nd no doubt hinders him in his work. Still he 
gets on very well. He is generally respected; and 
on the whole I trust he is doing a good work. He 
labors chiefly in connection with my church at 
Ningpo, but goes often with Dr. Barchet to assist 
him at his stations in the country. 

The second-named native preacher, U-vong-seng, 
is also at present stationed at Ningpo, preaching 
occasionally in my chapel, but laboring mostly in 
connection with Dr. Barchet’s station in the south 
suburb of Ningpo. He had no education when he 
became a Christian some ten or twelve years ago; 
but he has since learned to read in the Romanized 
colloquial, and has acquired sufficient_ knowledge of 
the Scriptures and of Christian doctrine to enable 
him to be useful in the work of evangelization. 

The third preacher, Tsong-s-va, was, before his 
conversion and for a while after, a kind of travelling 
cooper. He was brought into the church some ten 
or twelve years ago. He was somewhat advanced 
in life and without any education. There was also 
some defect in his eyesight that made it impossibie 
for him to learn to read. He had, however, a fac- 
ulty for talking, and also for learning from hearing 
others talk and read. As he took to working when 
and where he could, I have encouraged him. At 
first he acted as a kind of colporteur; but he has 
for some time now been working at Dr. Barchet’s 
station at the south suburb of Ningpo. He is quite 
a ready speaker; and his knowledge both of 
Scripture and of Christian doctrine is very consider- 
able. I have often heard him give out his texts 
and hymns, repeating them as accurately as one 
could have read them from books. Although he is 
on my list of helpers, he is really working with Dr. 
Barchet, and so is more under his care than mine; 
and his usefulness I am sure is much owing to Dr. 
Barchet’s oversight and influence. _ 

The last-named preacher, Tsong-da-sing, is a 
nephew of the person last mentioned, and he be- 
came a Christian through his influence. He’ was 
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received into the church some four or five years 
ago. He had been to school some before his con- 
version, but could not be said to have learned much. 
Since then he has been quite diligent in trying to 
learn. He can read very well both in the character 
and in the Romanized colloquial. For some two or 
three years I have supported him as a student, 
studying for the ministry or for the Christian work. 
During most of the year past, he has been a member 
of Brother Goddard's theological class. As that 
class is at present discontinued, and as I have no 
facilities for keeping him still under instruction, Dr. 
Barchet has undertaken to oversee his work at a sta- 
tion in the country to which he has sent him. He 
is quite young, and we cannot tell yet whether he 
will prove to be a faithful worker or not. But at 
present he affords us much promise; and we can 
only look above for its fulfilment. 

My own special supervision is limited to our 
church and school at Ningpo. To this church ten 
have been added during the past year. Two or 
three have died; and the present membership is 
seventy. 

The girls’ school, of which I have the general 
oversight, has continued its work, though embar- 
rassed for want of adequate help. Mrs. Barchet 
has done for it what she could; and the most of its 
care has necessarily devolved on her. She has 
given to it what time and strength she could, and 
more than was just to herself and to the other 
claims upon her. I trust the needed help will in 
some way be provided before long. 

I can not say there is at present any sfecial 
interest in our work. Still to myself it is hopeful. 
The seed, here a little and there a little, is falling 
into the ground. The leaven is working, slowly, it 
is true, yet I believe surely. We long for greater 
results. But there is encouragement and hope in 
what we have. 


Mission to the Japanese. 


LETTER FROM MR. ARTHUR. 
Toxio, JAPAN, Nov. 10, 1876. 

Last Sunday, the 5th of November, we baptized 
and welcomed into the church four women, who, 
until within a very short time, have been devout 
and superstitious worshippers of idols. One of 
them, Miss Kidder’s teacher, a woman of strong, 
rugged character, brought to us Saturday night a 
great armful of all sorts of idols as a proof of her 
sincerity. Sunday morning, when she told her 
experience to the church, she said she had wor- 


shipped the fox, the snake, and the badger, as well 
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as the idols; and when she went to her house, and 
saw the things she had worshipped, she was s 
ashamed, even if no one was present, that she 
hardly knew what to do. She had torn down the 
“Kami-dana,” or “ god-shelf,” which is in every 
Japanese house, had torn to pieces or otherwise 
destroyed many of her idols, and brought the rest 
tous. Since she became Miss Kidder’s teacher, 
she has been living in the house of Hama, our 
Bible-woman, because her own house is so far 
away. 

Hama’s brother-in-law is also a member of the 
church; the mother, an old gray-haired lady, a true 
Christian woman, is a member of the Presbyterian 
Church, and they are truly a lovely Christian family, 
Hama’s brother preaches statedly for me, is a dili- 
gent student of the Bible, an earnest worker, one 
of the best men in the church; and I sometimes 
think it would be well to employ him regularly as a 
preacher. Last sabbath another member of this 
family, a servant woman of middle age, brought 
her idols also to us, and put on Christ by baptism. 

Another of the candidates, a pleasant old lady 
upwards of eighty years of age, was “the grand- 
mother of ore of the members of the Yokohama 
church,” of whom I spoke in my letter of August 9. 
At that time she arose in meeting to express her 
faith in Christ. Last sabbath she testified by bap- 
tism to a good profession before many witnesses. 
It was delightful to see this old lady, still strong and 
well, a life-long idolater, thus professing faith in 
Christ. Her husband disinherited his grandson for 
joining the Yokohama church; but now, strangely 
enough, she told me he was glad to have her bap- 
tized. 

The remaining candidate was the wife of the 
man of whom.I spoke in the same letter as giving 
such clear evidence of a change of heart. Her 
experience was very interesting. Her husband was 
obliged two months ago to go to a distant prov- 
ince on business, and bought all the Christian 
books he could find to take with him. He has 
not yet returned, but begged his wife in parting 
to study the Bible, and said that, whether absent 
or at home, he should be glad at any time to know 
that she had become a Christian. She had still 
continued to worship idols, but began to study the 
Bible and to come up to hear the preaching. Dur- 
ing the month of November, confined to her house 
by illness, she continued the study of the Bible 
alone. Hama visited her frequently, and finally, 
as she said, “Although at first I neither believed 
nor understood the gospel, the wonderful story of 
the cross at last reached my heart; and I believed, 
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and have put my idols into the fire.’ I cannot 

tell you how strangely these things, so old in our 
own language, come to our ears in a foreign 
tongue. They are told by those who have never 
heard the too often conventional phrases of Chris- 
tian experience, and as one hears the heart’s own 
coining of its experience into words of its own 
choosing, the hearer is thrilled to hear the old, old 
story in such strange and fresh and living forms. 

The Christian experience as told by these women 
was very satisfactory. At first we were sometimes 
obliged to find out by successive questions the state 
of the heart. But these so lately heathen women 
told of God’s dealings with them as straightfor- 
wardly and connectedly as you generally hear at 
home. Sometimes Japanese Christians date the day 
of their belief persistently from the day of their 
first hearing of the gospel, failing to discriminate 
betweea that belief which is of the intellect and 
that which by degrees has grown ‘out of their 
hearts. These women, every one of them, said 
that as first they did not believe, neither did they 
understand, and only by degrees came to faith and 
a rejection of the idols in which they had placed 
life-long, implicit confidence. 

Among the other things which Otoke San 
(“San ” means Miss, Mrs. or Mr.) brought to us, I 
opened one paper done up like medicine-powder, 
and found in it two papers with some strange, 
printed characters, one of them torn out. I asked 
what they meant, and found that they were medi- 
cine-charms, to be taken when sick. Otoke San 
confessed, very much ashamed, that she had drank 
the missing letter in water to cure an illness. 

It was a lovely day. About fifty Japanese were 
here. The baptism was beautiful. It was a rare 
sight; for, as far as I know, the conversions all 
over Japan have been mainly from the student class 
of young men, and the women have not been easily 
reached. We were so glad. In the afternoon, fif- 
teen members arose when the church-covenant was 
read, all baptized within a year. But two members 
were absent. It was a communion-season of de- 
vout gratitude to God. 

During the month of October, I held thirty-six 
meetings, preached nineteen times, native assistants 
twenty-two times, with an average attendance of 
between thirty and forty persons, and an average of 
about a hundred different weekly hearers. 


LETTER FROM Mr. DossINs. 
Yoxouama, Nov. 23, 1876. 
Mrs. Dossins and myself are still well, and have 
Prospect of enjoying our work here. I hope to de- 
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vote the greater part of my time during this first 
year to the study of the language. I could have a 
class of young men in English, teaching them also 
the English Bible daily; but it would take much 
time, and the class of young men who would attend, 
7. é., the samurai, or gentry, mainly, is not the class 
I wish most to reach. The great mass of the people, 
the laboring class, can only be reached through the 
medium of their own language. I judge that it 


would be better for the cause that I should learn | 


the spoken language as soon as possible. I have, 
however, a weekly class of young men in the En- 
glish Bible. 

I suppose Dr. Brown has written you of the re- 
cent trouble in the church. It is hardly surprising, 
when one sees the condition of the people gener- 
ally, that occasionally some should fall away; for it 
is impossible for the Japanese to learn in a short 
time how much at variance some of their practices 
are with Christ’s commands. Two of the four who 
have been guilty are certainly repentant; of the 
others I cannot form an opinion now. 

Two persons (Japanese, of course, I mean) and 
several others that 1 know of are, I believe, near 
the kingdom of God. Ah, I would give ail I have, 
if I could talk with these and with others who fall 
in my way, but to whom I cannot speak because I 
do not know their language nor they mine! I loved 
the work when I left home, but I love it yet more 
now. 


Mission in Spain. 
LETTER FROM MR. CIFRE. 


WE have now been here more than a year, and 
it is a little more than nine months since we entered 
Hospitalet, hoping to do something for the Saviour 
in that little Catholic town. During this our first 
year, we have not been permitted to send you glad 
tidings, as we had hoped to have done; yet we do 
feel that the year’s work has not been in vain. I 
have written you in the past that we entered that 
town because our means were too limited to work 
here in Barcelona, and that seemed to be the most 
liberal town in this vicinity. The people here are 
generally very ignorant, but good-hearted and indus- 
trious. After we succeeded in finding a building, 
we opened a day and evening school, hoping in that 
way to gain the confidence of the people, so they 
would be willing to come to our sabbath service, 
and learn something of the much-despised Protes- 
tant religion. Very soon we found a large number, 
in both day and evening school, and at first a large 
number of men came into our sabbath service; but 
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in a few weeks their curiosity was satisfied, and they 
ceased to come. Our school has been large from 
the beginning, increasing constantly in numbers; 
and while we were thankful for the opportunity of 
teaching the children from God’s Word, yet we felt 
almost disheartened for a while that we could not 
have any congregation to preach to on the sab- 
bath. But now for the past three months we have 
been encouraged by having a good little congrega- 
tion in constant attendance. We found the rooms in 
our building too small to accommodate our congrega- 
tion, and we looked around to see if we could find 
a large room which we could use fora chapel. God 
seemed to aid us in our search, and led us to a man 
who had a large granary in the second floor of his 
house. After stating our desire to the man, he 
agreed to have some repairs made, and to rent us 
the granary for the same price that we were paying 
for the other building. He put in two: large win- 
dows, and built a new flight of stairs to avoid hav- 
ing the people pass through his rooms. The room 
is forty-eight feet long and nineteen wide, and 
cheerful and good for a Spanish country-town. We 
dedicated the chapel the first sabbath in this month, 
and the room was crowded to overflowing. The 
United-States consul and an American sea-captain, 
—a good Baptist, who was in port at the time, — 
honored us with their presence, and enjoyed the ser- 
vice very much. After the introductory exercises, I 
preached to them on the origin, formation, and 
training of the Christian Church; then an ex-priest 
spoke of the influence of the Reformation, and the 
teacher gave a little sketch of the different missions 


- in the world. It was a very interesting day to us; 


the people listened very attentively to our words. A 
few are exceedingly interested in their souls’ salva- 
tion, and are firm believers in our faith, and have 
asked for baptism; but it is necessary to wait until 
convinced that they have really been born again, 
Others are adopting our views gradually; and some 
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of them have expressed a desire to join us, thinking 
they could do so as easily as they would join some 
secular society. It is hard to make them understand 
about the new birth; and, indeed, they can not till 
they experience it. 

Pray for us that we may teach them the way of 
salvation. 


Mission to Greece. 


LETTER FROM Mrs. SAKELLARIOS. 
Atuens, Nov. 25, 1876. 


We're home at last, from a foreign shore to one, 
on a foreign shore to the other. The journey of 
nearly six weeks was a safe and pleasant one. 

. . » On the way to Athens we crossed England, 
France, and Italy, seeing just as many strange and 
wonderful things, and mingling with and partici- 
pating in as many religious services as possible in all 
these places. We received hearty sympathy from 
brethren of the same faith and others who name 
the name of Christ. Our collection-book can attest 
the co-operation of such in the good work our 
hearts propose to do: viz., to bnild a sanctuary for 
the Lord in this place. On the eighth page of this 
book is the autograph of C. H. Spurgeon with the 
sum he gave toward the object. But his cheering 
words are written in our hearts. 

We are indeed grateful for the great and precious 
privileges we have enjoyed for the last six months, 
and that we have been returned in safety and health 
to our post. Our work is ready for us, and we are 
ready for our work again, teaching the way of salva- 
tion, preaching of righteousness, temperance, and 
judgment to come, and guiding those already in the 
strait and narrow path of Christian service. We 
hope for God’s blessing to be shed abroad upon our 
hearts, reconsecrating them as temples for the Holy 
One to dwell in. 


JAPAN. — The first missionaries of the Ameri- 
can Board to Japan entered that empire in 1869 ; 
and vigorous efforts have been made to keep 
pace with the rapid opening of the field. 
Thirty laborers are already engaged. Four 
churches with over one hundred members, a 
large training-school for young men, a success- 
ful boarding-school for young women, and a 
Christian newspaper widely circulated, are first- 
fruits of effort there. 


THE MISSIONARY OUTLOOK. 


In 1872, the Board was induced, by the 
earnest representation of many of its friends, 
to undertake a work in papal lands. Missions 
were established in Spain and Northern Mexico, 
and the following year in Western Mexico and 
the Austrian Empire. This action was in 
accordance with the original design of the 
founders of the Board, to make the gospel 
known among the unevangelized nations of 
whatever name or language. The results thus 
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far are such as to encourage effort, not only for 
the organization of churches, but for enlighten- 
ing the popular mind, and preparing the way 
for the reformation of existing institutions. — 
Missionary Herald. 


THE workmen change, but the work goes 
on. How few remain of the venerable men 
who were most prominent in the affairs of the 
Board a quarter of a century ago! A new 
generation has come forward to take up the 
work in new conditions of advancement, oppor- 
tunities, experience, and resources. It does 
not look as if the world were outgrowing 
Christianity, or as if challenges from high 
places of science for tests of the utility of 
prayer, were weakening faith in prayer. The 
‘philosophy of despair’ has not quite van- 
quished yet the revelation of hope and joy. 
The banner of Zion’s host is upborne by new 
hands; but never before by so many, or by 
those more assured of victory. — /did. 


SIX young missionary volunteers set sail for 
Hong Kong lately in company with the Rev. 
E. Davys. They go out as students, to re- 
ceive a couple of years’ training under Bishop 
Burdon at St. Paul’s College, Hong Kong, dur- 
ing which time they will also acquire Chinese ; 
and they will then be sent forth as evangelists 
into the interior of the province of Quantung. 


Two of the three divisions of the Church 
Missionary Society’s Nyanza expedition have 
started for the interior. The exploration of 
the rivers Wiami and Kingani proves them to 
be impracticable for navigation, and the scheme 
of a water-route to the interior has been given 
up. The old Bagamoye route was therefore 
taken, and a small army of porters engaged to 
carry the luggage. Mr. O’Neill’s party set out 
first with fifty porters. He expected to reach 
Mpwapwa early in August and select a site for 
the proposed mission-station there. The sec- 
ond party, led by the Rev. C. T. Wilson, left 
Zanzibar the last of July, with the intention of 
joining O’Neill at Mpwapwa. If the members 
of the expedition had been able to avail them- 
selves of the benefits of Mr. Price’s discovery, 
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they might have saved themselves much trouble 
and delay and the Society a great deal of ex- 
pense. This discovery offers the most practica- 
ble, expeditious, and least expensive route to 
the great central plateau of Africa; and the old 
Bagamoyo route, with its many drawbacks, will 
be abandoned for that of Saadani. 


THE Chinese Presbyterian Mission in Cali- 
fornia employs seventeen laborers; has mis- 
sion-schools at San Francisco, San Jose, and 
Sacramento, with an average attendance of one 
hundred and sixty-seven ; has received thirteen 
to church membership in San Francisco during 
the year, four at Sacramento, and nine at San 
Jose. In Oakland fourteen members of the 
Sunday-school united with Rev. Dr. Eells’ 
church. 


A REMARKABLE movement has begun among 
the Spanish Jews at Oran, Algeria. Mr. Beno- 
lial, an evangelist, writes that his church, which 
holds about three hundred, is thronged every 
Sunday by Jews who have become interested 
in the doctrines of Christianity and publicly 
professed their desire to be instructed. The 
London City Mission at work in our great 
metropolis is also receiving a large blessing in 
its labors among the Jews. There are hun- 
dreds of Jewish inquiries into the truth of 
Christianity in London. 


Six missionary societies are now laboring in 
Java, the richest and most valuable colony of 
Holland, which has become Mohammedanized 
through the former opposition to Christian 
missionaries by the government. 


THE Japanese government have sanctioned 
the holding of an exhibition of native and for- 
eign curiosities and works of art, to be held in 
Nagasaki, in the spring of next year. No 
trouble or expense will be spared to make it a 
success. A building suitable for the purpose 
will shortly be erected and arrangements en- 
tered into with firms in England and elsewhere 
for a supply of goods such as has never been 
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seen in Japan before. Christians will kncw 
how to use this opportunity for promoting the 
best interests of the Japanese. 


THE United Presbyterian Foreign Mission 
Society are anxious to send Rev. William Har- 
vey and Dr. J. R. Johnston to their mission in 
Egypt; and they are ready to go, but there is 
no money in the treasury, and the Board is in 
debt. 

THE Rev. A. W. Murray, of the London 
Missionary Society, has been commissioned to 
explore the part of New Guinea lying east of 
the Society’s present stations among the Malay- 
speaking tribes. An anticipatory visit has 
been made by Messrs. Macfarlane and Lawes, 
who have made important discoveries. In the 
‘* strip of coast-line lying between Port Mores- 
by and China Straits, villages thickly populated 
have been discovered, producing native food in 
abundance, while the friendly demonstrations 
with which the advances of explorers have 
been met augur well for the introduction of 
Christian teachers among their inhabitants. 
Two rivers have been discovered, also two 
splendid harbors, in addition to good anchor- 
age at various points along the coast; while 
several islands have probably been mapped out 
for the first time. All along the coast between 
Amazon Bay and China Straits,” the report 
says, ‘‘ the natives are not only more numerous 
but more intelligent and look more healthy. 
They dress very respectably, compared with the 
others. The women are much the same, wear- 
ing girdles of grass or leaves down to their 
knees ; but the men have a very decent kind of 
fore-and-aft rig made with pandanus-leaves.” 


IF we could gather in one assembly all the 
heathen that have died in Christ since the work 
commenced, the effect would be astounding. 


Tue Rev. Mr. Badley, an American Method- 
ist missionary in India, has published at Luck- 
now a ‘* Memorial Volume and Directory” of 
Protestant missions in that country. It reports 
the number of native Christians at 266,391, 
against 224,258 in 1872, showing a gain of 
about 10,500 a year. The number of commu- 
nicants is about one-fifth of the aggregate of 
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adherents, or 52,816. The annual gain of 
communicants is about 4,000. The addresses 
are given of 960 missionaries and native pas- 
tors of India proper, and there are about 800 
names of retired and deceased missionaries. 
The appendix contains a list of 116 woman 
missionaries. 


THE Church Missionary Society has had a 
mission among the Mohammedans of Madras 
since 1856. Their language being Urdu, or 
Hindustani, instead of Tamil, the vernacular 
of Southern India, this undertaking has of 
necessity been distinct from the other missions 
oi the Society. Whatever may be the reason, 
the progress of missions to Indian Mohamme- 
dans is very slow. 


THE Rev. John W. Butler, of the Methodist 
missions in Mexico, does not think that Prot- 
estant missions would be exdangered by the 
success of the Diaz revolution. He believes 
that the leaders of the revolution, as well as 
the present government, are opposed to the 
restoration of the Roman-Catholic Church to 
its old position in the republic. Many of the 
outrages upon Protestants are committed by 
bands of fanatics, who assume to belong to the 
pronunciados, and not by the revolutionary 
armies, 


Tre American Board of Commissioners held 
their first meeting at Farmington, Conn., on 
the 5th of September, 1810, five only being 
present. A constitution was adopted, and offi- 
cers were chosen. Four young men were ready 
and waiting to be sent abroad. 

The second meeting was held at Worcester 
in 1811, seven members present. Four young 
men who had offered their services — Adoniram 
Judson, Samuel Nott, Gordon Hall, and Samuel 
Newell — were formally appointed missionaries. 

In January, 1812, it was reported that a vessel 
was ready to sail in two weeks for Calcutta. 
The prudential commiitee had but $1,200 at 
their disposal; yet, on the 27th of January, 
they resolved to send the missionary party, 
such was their faith in the leading of God's 
providence, and in the response they would 
meet in the Christian spirit of the churches. 
And they were not disappointed. — Missionary 
Herald. 
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THE English Baptist Missionary Society 
raised and expended for the year ending 
March, 1876, $223,000. With this amount 
foreign missions were carried on in India, 
Ceylon, China, Europe, Africa, West-India 
Islands, and Jamaica. In this work 85 Eu- 
ropean missionaries and 205 evangelists were 
employed. The number of baptisms at the 
442 stations last year were 1,771, and the total 
number of members is 37,790. There are 300 
teachers, 14,934 day and 17,150 Sunday schol- 
ars. The most important work of the Society 
appears to be in India. From the elaborate 
statistics given of this field, we learn that there 
are 125 stations and out-stations, attached to 
which are 41 missionaries and 132 evangelists. 
There are go chapels and 42 school-houses. 
The number baptized was 216, and the present 
membership is over 5,000. Of this total, 599 
are European and 4,743 are native Christiins. 
One of the most interesting portions of the 
general report is thit which refers to the prog- 
ress of the native churches toward self-support 
and self-government, which it is the policy of 
the Society to encourage. The church in Birb- 
hoom, India, having been given full liberty to 
conduct its own affairs, has adopted ‘‘ a peculiar 
form of church order.” There is no pastor, 
and the church affairs are conducted by a pux- 
chayat, or eldership of nine persons. ‘‘ The 
individual members of this Auuchayat conduct 
the worship of the sanctuary on a quarterly 
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plan previously arranged. In the morning ser- 
vice a brief form of liturgy is used, and the 
singing is accompanied by native musical in- 
struments.” To the suggestion repeatedly 
made thit one of the members of the Juxn- 
chayat should be called to the pastorate, the 
reply is invariably, ‘*No: we shall not all 
probably fix upon the same man; and then 
there would be heartburnings.” The church 
has 63 members, of whom 58 are Bengalis, and 
is self-supporting. In the last sixteen months 
it has raised $3,000 for a new chapel. The 
report further says that, ‘‘under the guidance 
of the Rev. James Smith, the churches in and 
around Delhi present the same self-governing 
attitude which they have for some years as- 
sumed; and though there are many local diffi- 
culties to be surmounted, . . . the churches 
remiin true to their principles of independ- 
ence, and draw no sustenance from the mission 
fuads.” In some of the villages south of Cal- 
cutta, the congregations have become discour- 
aged in trying to maintain their independence, 
and have petitioned to be provided again with 
pastors free of cost to themselves. The church 
of Johnnugger, which is the oldest in Bengal, 
and has 70 members, has become independent 
during the year. Two missionaries have been 
commissioned to visit the churches in Backer- 
gunge, ‘‘ to place the numerous and flourishing 
churches of that district on a more self-reliant 
basis.” — /ndependent. 


EDITOR'AL PARAGRAPHS. 


THE FRONTISPIECE of the present issue re- 
presents CHINESE MusICIANS. — The Chinese 
instruments of music are very numerous, con- 
sisting of lutes and guitars like those repre- 
sented in the picture, a squeaking violin shaped 
like the one used by the man on the left of the 
picture, several flutes and other wind-instru- 
ments, a sort of harmonium touched with two 
slender slips of bamboo, systems of bells and 
pieces of sonorous metal, and drums covered 
with snake-skins. They string their instru- 
ments with silk and wire. Many of the 
Chinese have a ready ear for music, though 
accompanied by a very bad national taste, as 
may be judged of by the fact that the foreign 


instrument which pleases them the most is the 
Scotch bagpipe, it being like one of their own 
musical pipes, the melody of the two being 
exactly similar. The Chinese mostly tune 
their instruments in unison, and they have 
little or no idea of accompaniments. They 
have certain characters to express the name 
of every note in their limited scale. These 
they use in writing down their airs; but 
whether this mode of notation is indigenous or 
not is doubtful. The Emperor Kang-hi was 
much surprised when a foreign gentleman 
pricked down the Chinese tunes as they were 
played, and repeated them afterwards. 


H 
. 
= 
{ 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
t 
| 
| 
| 


48 


Tue time left of the present fiscal year of 
the Missionary Union is short; and the work 
to be done at home in the two months of Feb- 
ruary and March to meet the demands made 
on the treasury by the missions in operation 
should be done vigorously, and with the least 
possible delay. 


THE present issue of the ‘‘ Magazine” fur- 
nishes communications from our missions in 
China of much more than ordinary interest. 


Ir is very encouraging to find some churches 
and individuals increasing their donations to 
the treasury of the Missionary Union over 
those made by them last year. But it excites 
painful anxiety to find so many falling behind 
their contributions in former years. Let the 
strong remember the injunction to bear the in- 
firmities of the weak. 


Miss FIELDE’s article, ‘‘ JOTTINGS IN CHINA,” 
printed on page 31, contains some very sug- 
gestive facts. 


THERE are those who are stopping their 
‘** Missionary Magazine” for 1877, expecting to 
renew their subscriptions ‘‘as soon as the 
times improve.” They want the ‘* Magazine,” 
they assure the publisher, and are sorry that 
‘*the hard times” oblige them to give it up for 
the present. We suggest a remedy which one 
gentleman has already applied to cases of this 
kind: viz., placing in the hands of the publish- 
er $10, for him to send copies of the ‘* Maga- 
zine” for one year to such as may be too poor, 
or who are unwilling to make any special effort 
to pay for it themselves. Now are there not 
many others who are able and would be glad to 
order one copy, or a number of copies, to such 
as the publisher may select from the list of 
discontinued,” or to any whom the donor 
may name? This is one way to work for the 
cause of God in foreign lands. It is cultivat- 
ing the home field, from which supplies must 
be derived for the foreign field. The circula- 
tion of missionary intelligence is essential to 
the success of missions. Ignorance of the 
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work is sure to be followed by apathy and in- 
action. Who will aid the cause in the way 
above suggested? 


Yes, ‘‘the times are hard,” as you say, 
brethren. The Lord is severely trying your 
faith. Some of you are staggering under the 
heavy burdens that are on you. You are some- 
times perplexed and distressed. You do not 
see how you are going to meet the pecuniary 
responsibilities of to-day, and other claims 
that are fast maturing to be added to those 
already pressing you. They who appeal to you 
with the work and wants of Christian missions 
in heathen lands know and consider the bur- 
dens you are bearing, and find it hard to urge 
upon you the claims of those missions. But 
will it be wise and safe, putting it on the low 
ground of mere policy, for you to give nothing 
in these ‘‘hard times” for the cause of mis- 
sions? Consider the question. 


BRETHREN, if you read the correspondence 
from the missions under the auspices of the 
Union, as published monthly in the ‘* Maga- 
zine,” you see that the Lord is doing great 
things for those missions. Then this is not 
the time for us to do less for them. 


There are thousands of Baptist church-mem- 
bers who contribute annually something to the 
treasury of the Missionary Union when the col- 
lection is taken up, but who never read or see 
the ‘* Missionary Magazine,” or any other peri- 
odical communicating missionary intelligence. 
Such contributors cannot, in the very nature of 
the case, have any special and valuable interest 
in the work to which they give. The contri- 
butions of such heedless helpers of the cause 
would undoubtenly be greatly augmented if only 
they could be persuaded to subscribe for (and 
to read the monthly supply of missionary intel- 
ligence), the ‘*‘ Magazine.” And if those, and 
they are legion, who give absolutely nothing 
for foreign missions, could be induced to sub- 


- scribe for and to read a missionary publication, 


nearly all of them would become contributors. 
Will not those already interested try to interest 
others? Let each subscriber to the ‘* Maga- 
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zine” try to get just one other, and this year 
double the list. Reader, will you be one to do 
this? Look at the inducements offered by the 
publisher. 

{@ CAREFULLY read and seriously ponder 
Rev. Mr. Carpenter’s sensible and forcible arti- 
cle in the present number of the ‘‘ Magazine,” 
headed ‘*‘ Must WE AbopT THE TounGya Sys- 
TEM?” Let us have men and money sufficient 
for aggression in the foreign fields, and then 
urge forward the work of aggression with all 
vigor and speed. But let us not say to our 
missionary brethren, as Pharaoh said to the 
Hebrews, ‘‘Go therefore now, and work; for 
there shall no straw be given you, yet shall 
ye deliver the tale of brick.” 


Back NuMBERS of ‘‘ The Baptist Missionary 
Magazine” can be furnished at Room No. Io, 
Tremont Temple, Boston, and also a few 
bound volumes of the same and of the Annual 
Reports. 

Also a few volumes of Mrs. Ann H. Judson’s 
work on the Burman Mission during its first 
few years, —a work of thrilling interest. 

Calls for complete setts of the ‘‘ Magazine ” 
are becoming of frequent occurrence; and 
hence the necessity of securing missing num- 
bers to complete volumes. 


te We direct attention to the ‘ Special 
Offer for 1877,” in the shape of a CLUB List, 
which is made by Mr. W. G. Corthell, the 
publisher and business manager of the ‘‘ Mis- 
sionary Magazine.” The list will be found 
among the advertisements. 


ABROAD AND AT HOME. — In a recent issue 
of the ‘‘Examiner and Chronicle” appeared 
portions of a private letter addressed by the 
Secretary of the Missionary Union to the edi- 
tor of that journal. In that letter occur the 
following statements, which will bear repeating 
in the columns of the ‘‘ Magazine.” 

‘*You have seen in our periodicals that the 
Lord is giving, — giving like himself, while his 
people are withholding. Brother Clough has 
baptized more than five hundred converts since 
the first of July, in the Ongole district of the 
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Teloogoo Mission; God is raising up multi- 
tudes among this people to testify of his grace, 
and the word of God grows and multiplies 
through their labors. Mr. George is still reap- 
ing harvests in the quickened Henthada dis- 
trict in Burmah, and there seems to be a gen- 
eral movement among the Burman people 
heretofore unprecedented; the Chinese mis- 
sionaries at Swatow are gathering converts by 
the score, and the venerable Dean has re- 
turned to Bangkok, to gather other hosts to 
the hundreds recently baptized in that vicinity ; 
while France, Germany, and Sweden show 
signs of unwonted spiritual increase. 

‘* How can we tell these marvels of redeem- 
ing grace so as to reach the hearts of our peo- 
ple; so as to move all the churches? What if 
God carry on this work, and we fail to be 
‘‘workers together with him” in it? Christ 
calls, by these displays of his grace, to every 
church to do this work; he expects every 
church to obey his voice, and heed the intima- 
tions of the Spirit; but he can go on to victory 
without us. This is the only appalling thing 
in the case: the work will not fail ;— Christ 
never calls his people to a forlorn hope ; — but 
he may leave them to their own ways while he 
goes on to conquest.” 


It is amazing and painful that so many mem- 
bers in all our churches know nothing what- 
ever of the cause of foreign missions. It is 
simply impossible for such to feel any interest 
in, or to pray intelligently for missions and 
missionaries. While thus ignorant of the facts 
and claims of this work, it cannot be expected 
that they will contribute of money to sustain 
and extend it. The diffusion of missionary in- 
telligence is absolutely essential to a revival ot 
genuine missionary zeal. The heart must be 
approached by the head. Knowledge, then 
zeal, then giving, then praying. 


REv. JAMES B. Simons, D.D., formerly one 
of the Secretaries of the Baptist Home Mission 
Society, has been appointed by the Executive 
Committee a District Secretary of the Union, 
to labor in the cities of New York, Brooklyn, 
and Philadelphia, and their suburbs. 
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DONATIONS RECEIVED IN DECEMBER, 1876. 


MAINE, $127 50. 


Auge, ch., $25; Thomaston, ch. S. S., for sup. 
| ag , nat. tr, care Rev. H. Morrow, Tavoy, 


Brunswick, Main-st ch., 
Brewer Village, W. Long, 
Bath, rst ch. 5. S., for sup. of a nat. Teloogoo tr., 


NEW HAMPSHIRE, $13.50. 
Campton Village, ch., 
Salem 


ch., 


VERMONT, $23.11. 


Burlington, ch., M. Crane, tr, 

West Haven, 2d ch. SS., for miss. work, care Mrs. 
L. Jewett, 

Burlington, contents of Rev. L. Jewett’s family 
mission-box, 


MASSACHUSETTS, $925.02. 


+ , ch., con. coll, 10; Winchester, Mrs. 

retch, 2; 

Newton Corner, ch. S. S., for sup San Pa-tay, Ka- 
ren tr. formerly, care of Rev. D. A. W Smith, 30 


gold, 

Boston, South ch., J. G. Lovell, tr., 107 25; Bow- 
doin-sq. ch., a friend, 6;.Clarendon-st. ch., 109; 
Lowell, ist ch. bal., 20; Waltham, Judson Miss. 

Soc., a Bond, tr., 34.66; Springfield, 1st ch., 
J. E Williams, tr , 69 11; 
oem, Miss ‘I’. Sherman, 9.60; Webster, rst ch., 


12.06; 

Middleboro’, Central ch.,C T Thatcher, tr., 

Natick, ch.,17; W Acton, ch., mon. con. coll.,23.77; 

Worcester, rstch ,C F. Rugg, tr., 

So. Yarmouth, M. Crowell, 1; No. Scituate, ch., 
G. W. Bailey, tr., 20; 

Woodville, ch., 13; Greenville, ch. S.S., mon. con. 
coll., 12.75; 

Lynn, H. i. Valpey, 5; Foxboro’, ch., E. White, 
tr., 100.35; 


RHODE ISLAND, $367.86. 


Providence, Cranston-st. ch., Albert G. Bates, tr., 
106.35; G D. Wilcox, M D., 30; 

tst ch. E. W. Barrows, tr., 
Narragansett Pier, Mrs. John K. Brown, 


CONNECTICUT, $320.16. 
Milton, Mrs. E. Beach, 3; E. Cornwall, H. G. 


an, 2; 
* Norwalk, ch., 25; Mystic River, Mrs. Adelia H. 
Randall, 10; 
Norwich, rst ch., J. P. Miner, tr. 
Hartford rst ch.,’ 104.16; South ch., 166; 


NEW YORK, $713.99. 
Ballston Spa, M. M. Ingham, 3; D. A. L. Ing- 


m, 1; 

Frewsburg, ch. S. S., for the sup. of Ramiah, a nat. 
pr., care of W. W. Campbell, Secunderabad, 

Nunda, ch., W. Metcalf, tr., 21.50; Greenwich, ch., 


100; 

Syracuse, Dea John, 1; Mrs. John Larrabee, 2.50; 

Perry, Mrs. Stark, 2; Clifton, ch. 18 20, 

New York, Eleventh-st. ch., S. S. (of wh. so is for 
miss. work, care of Mrs. Cushing, and 36 Rr 
is for sup. of a child in Miss Haswell’s school), 


Coll. per Rev. G. H. Brigham, Dist. Sec., Black 
ee Asso., Watertown, ch., 100; La Fargeville, 
ch , 3-75; 

Cayuga Asso., Moravia, ch., 

Chenning River Asso., Southport, ch., 29.29; El- 
mira, tst ch , 10.25; 

Saratoga Asso., Amsterdam, ch., 12; a friend of 
missions, 2.95; 

Coll. per Rev. 6} Dodge, Dist. Sec’y, Southern N.Y. 
Asso., Melrose, ch. in part, 9.75; Greenport, ch., 
bal , 2: Mariners’ ch. in part, 10 80; Trinity ch. 
in part, 24 20; Judson Miss Soc of Mt Vernon 
ch. in part, 43: New York r6th ch. in part, 109; 

Hudson River Central Asso , Catskill ch. in part, 
to; P. R Sackett, ro; 

Washington Union Asso., Miss A. A. Carr and 
brother, 

Dutchess Asso., Justus Booth, 5; Remsen, ch., 10; 

Rochester, Mrs. M. Bond, 10; Barnes Corner, Mrs. 
L. R. Greenley, 11.10; 

Albany, Mrs Amy Coley, 


NEW JERSEY, $177.96. 


Coll. per Rev. J. V. Ambler, Dist Sec’y, New 
Brunswick, rst ch., bal., 6%; Young People’s 
Miss. Soc., 40, for sup. A. Myat at Rangoon Sem., 
care of Rev. J. Packer; Sandy Ridge, ch., 6.79; 

Bloomfield, ch. 5.S., 

Coll, per Rev. O Dodge, Dist. Sec’y, North New 
Jersey Asso., Hodson Cay, ch., 2) 27; J.S. Chad- 
wick, 5; West Hoboken, ch , 11.49; 

East New Jersey Asso. Piscataway, ch. in part, 


PENNSYLVANIA, $263.37. 


Coll. per Rev. J. V. Ambler, Dist. Sec’y, Philadel- 
paia Asso , Broad-st. ch.,130; Mrs Thos Twee- 
dale, for sup. of a Bible-woman, care of Mrs. 
Ingalls, Thongzia, Burmah, 3); Easton, Miss 
Emma Armstrong, for sup. of Chau Pau at Ran- 
goon Sem., care Rev. J. Packer, 20; Goshen, ch., 
23.01; 

Taylorville, Welsh ch., 7; Summit Hill, Welsh ch., 
2: Kingston, Welsh ch., 3; were ch., 12.05; 
Hyde Park, Jackson-st. ch ,7 50; Pleasantville, 
ch., 5; Jackson and Lisbon, ch.,3.71; Mosiertown, 
Mrs. Erwin, 5; Mahoning, ch., 4; coll. at Tioga 
Asso., 10.10; 

Burrell, Peter Snively, 


DELAWARE, $1.03. 


Wilmington, per I. B. Murray, tow. educating nat. 
trs., care Kev. J. E. Clough, 


OHIO, $328.16. 


Seville, S_S. Hastings, 

Bellville, Miss Susan Phillips, 

J. North, 

Rutland, Rev. A Stevens, 

Coll. per Rev. Thos. Allen, Dist. Sec’y, Ashtabula 
Asso , Ashtabula, Jas. K. Stebbins, 

Cleveland Asso., ford, ch., 12.40; Newbury ch., 
3-31; Seville, ch., 4.75; 

Clinton Asso., Jamestown, J. W. Smith, 

Mad River Asso., Troy, ch., 

Maumee Asso Toledo, tst ch., 

Miami Asso., kland, J. H. Tangeman, for sup. 
of S. Au, 75; Mrs. E. J. Tangeman, for sup. of 
Nga Pah, 50, care Rev. A. Bunker; 
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Donations. 


[DONATIONS CONTINUED. ] 


iami Union Asso., Dayton, rst ch. S.S., 50; 
es ch, Rev. H. M. Dean, 2; Sidney, 


$.3 
Wills Creek Asso., Salem, ch., 9.46; Mt. Zion, ch., 


te Asson, Ark Spring, S. S., 3-38; Rockville, 
S.S , 3-093 


INDIANA, $143.63. 


Indianapolis, rst ch., Truthseekers’ Bible-class, for 
the Naga work, care of Rev. E. W Clark, 

Aurora, a friend, 

Coll. per Rev. S. M. Stimson, Dist. Sec’y, Friend- 
th Asso., Brazil, ch., 

Salainonci River Asso., Muncie, 1 25; Bluffton, ch. 
(of which 2 75 is fr §. S.), 27-36 

Asso , Kokomo, ch., 
orthern Ind. Asso., South Bend, ch., 

North-east Ind Asso., Wolcottville, ch., 10; Au- 
burn, ch., 3: 

Evensville Asso . Evensville, Hon. A L. Robeson, 
for Sau Lee. nat. pr.. care Rev A. Bunker, 

Wabash, ch, Miss Minda Willis, for education of 
Kandura’s son, care Rev. M_ Bronson, Gowhati, 


ILLINOIS, $163.25. 


Coli. per Rev. S. M. Stimsoa, Dist Sec’y, Edwards- 
ville Asso , Alton, rst ch. S. S., to be expended 
under direction of Rev. M. Jameson, 

Coll. per Rev C. F. Tolman, Dist. Sec’y, Bloom- 
ington Asso , Chenoa, ch. Miss. Band, 

Chicago Asso., Dundee, ch , tow. sup. Rev. R. E. 
Neighbor, 

Fox River Asso., Evanston, ch., 1; Sandwich, ch. 

of wh, 12.5" is fr. S. S. for nat. helper, care Rev. 
j E. Clough), 21.50; 

Ottawa Asso., Prairie Centre, Mrs. C. E. Putney, 1; 
Sublette, ch , 52.89; 

Peoria Asso., Canton, D. C. Jenne, 10; Toulon, rst 
ch., Mrs. Stickney, 1; 

Rock River Asso., Rockton, ch., 2; Sycamore, ch., 


20 70; 
Rockbridge, Rev. C. Scandrett, per C. F. Tolman. 


MICHIGAN, $116.or. 


Coll. per Rev. S M. Stimson, Dist. Sec’y, St. Jo- 
seph Valley Asso., White Pigeon, ch., 
ackson Asso , Aurelius, ch., 3.75; Grass Lake, 5; 
nervee Asso., Fairfield, ch., 
Shiawassa Asso , Vernon, ch., 
Washtenew Asso , Ann Arbor, ch., 18.50; Clinton, 


ch., 8; 
Michigan Asso., Layfayette-av. ch , Detroit, 
Kalamazoo Asso., Battle Creek, ch., 


IOWA, $109.59. 


Coll. per Rev C F Tolman, Dist. Sec’y, Daven- 
port Asso., Iowa City, ch (of wh. rg is fr. S.S., 
song proceeds of children’s con. for Ongole Nor. 


ch.), 

Dubuque Asso., Worthington, ch., 

Fox River Asso, Bethlehem, Bro. Kennian and 
wife, 1; Milton, S. R. Bergen, 10; 

Towa Valley Asso., Marshalltown, ch 

Linn Asso., Anamosa, ch., 6.50; Fairview, ch., 5; 
Winthrop, Persis Berry, tow. sup. Rev. J. E. 
Clough, 5; 

Oskaloosa Asso., Munterville, D. McKay, 


MISSOURI, $95.50. 


Hannibal, J. W. Brady, 
Booneville, ch. S. S., 7 N. Parsons, tr., per Rev. 
W. S. Mckenzie, 


KENTUCKY, $1.00. 


Milton, Miss Lizzie Arnold, for miss. work, care 
Rev. J. E. Clough, 


WEST VIRGINIA, $8.40. 


Coll. Rev. Thos Allen, Dist. Sec’y, Willon Is- 
land, Rev. T C Johonson, 


Kanawha Roxanna J. McKusick, for miss. work, 
care Rev A. Bunker, 

Parkersburg, by Rev j. F. McKusick, per C. F. 
man. 


MINNESOTA, $40 35- 


Coll per Rev C F. Tolman, Dist. Sec’y, Minneso- 
ta-Valley Asso., Lincola, Swede ch, 
Soaiee Asso., Eyota, ch., 25; Lewiston, J. H. 


WISCONSIN, $291 92. 


Coll. per Rev. C. F. Tolman, Dist Sec’y, Janesville 
Asso., Beloit, ch., 16 07; Clinton, ch., 15; 

La Crosse Asso., Ontario, U. H Millard (of wh. 
is for building students’ house in ecapesents 
Tremoealeaa, Mrs. Hall and Truesdale, 5 each, 
10; La Crosse, ch , 54 15; 

Lake Shore Asso., Milwaukee, German ch., Bros. 
C. B and W. L, roeach, and Sister Fischer, 3; 
Bro. Gnas, .50; Bro. Woehlert, .25; Plymouth 


ch., 2, 
Walworth Asso., Delevan, ch. 
Winnebago .\sso., Waukau, ch., 


KANSAS, $10.00. 
Gardner, T. G. Clark, 


CALIFORNIA, $8.60. 


Coll. per Rev. C. F. Tolman, Dist. Sec’y, San Die- 
go, mon. con. coll. 


CHIN A, $280.23. 


Ningpo, Mrs im Freeman, 122.63, and exch., 
147-18; Rev. H. Jenkins, 50, and exch., 60; Zong 
ah, ch., 22.30, aad exch., 26.76; per Kev. H. 
Jenkins’ acct., Sept 30, 1375, 
Swatow Colls. per acct,. ev. W. K. McKibben, 
Sept. 30, 1876, 38.58, and exch., 


BURMAH, $495.94. 


Henthada, local coll, for Miss H. E. Watson’s sch., 
per acct., Sept. 30, 1876, It's. 611 13-7, and exch., 

Fr Burmaa Baptist con. ,for nat. pr., Its. 180; fr. 
S. Boyd est., for nat pr., ts 123; fr. native coll., 
Ks 55; (per acct. Mr. George, Sept. 30, 1876), 
Rs. 358, and exch., 


INDIA, $41.93. 


Coll fr Alloor,ch., s.72; fr miscellaneous sourc- 
es, Rs 9 14-2,and exch., per acct. sev. E. Bul- 
lard, Sept. 30, 1876; 


LEGACIES. 
Cambridge, Mass., Martha B. Hancock, on 
of rent of to 
Nov. 22, 1875, per \Ibert Vinal, Esq, 195 
T. Stathem, agt., 50 00 
245 49 


$5,313 77 
Donations and legacies from April 1 to Dec. 1, 1876, 43,493 9 


Donat. and leg. from April x, 1876 to Jan. 1, 1877, $48,717 68 | 
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AMERICAN BAPTIST MISSIONARY UNION, 


Rooms, Tremont Temple, Boston. 


Corresponpinc Secretary, Rev, J. N. MURDOCK, D.D.. to whom letters relating to home work and missions of 
the Union should be addressed. 

Treasurer, FREEMAN A. SMITH, Esq., to whom letters containing money for the general treasury should be 
addressed: also letters relating to Wills. Drafts, Checks, and Postal Money Orders, except for the publications, should be drawn 


in his favor. Friends wishing to forward goods to missionaries through the Treasurer, should send him by mail a schedule of the 
contents and valuation of the package, with express or railroad receipt. 


in th 
and 
DISTRICT SECRETARIES. 
New Encianp District.— Rev. W. S. McKenzie, D.D., Tremont Temple, Boston. 
Hupson-River District.— Rev. O. Donce, 8 Murray Street, New York. 
New-York Cenrrat Disrrict.— Rev. Geo. H. BricHam, 94 South Salina Street, Syracuse, N.Y. $ 
Sournern District.— Rev. J. V. AMBLER, 1420 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 1 
District.— Rev. THomas ALLEN, Dayton, O. 
Lake District.— Rev. S. M. Stinson, D.D., Terre Haute, Ind. 
Nortu-Westsrn District. — Rev. C. F. Totman, 71 Randolph Street, Chicago. 
WOMEN’S SOCIETIES. 
The Woman's Baptist Missionary Society, Boston. 
L 
Mrs. Avan Hovey, Cor. Sec., Newton Centre. Mrs. J. M. S. Wittiams, Treas. Tremont Temple, Boston. : 
N 
The Woman’s Baptist Missionary Society of the West, Chicago. ( 
! 
Mrs. A. M. Bacon, Cor. Sec., Dundee, Ill. Mrs* C. R. BLAcKALt, Treas., 61 Washington Street, Chicago. 


Woman's Baptist Missionary Sodiety of the Pacific Coast. 


Mrs. F. M. Conro, Cor. Sec., San Francisco. Mrs. M. E. Warrtson, Treas., San Francisco. 


FORM OF A LEGACY. 


I also give and bequeath to THz American Baptist Missionary Union - dollars, for the purposes of the Union, as 
specified in the Act of Incorporation. And I hereby direct my executor (or executors) to pay said sum to the Treasurer of the 
said Union, their successors and assigns forever, for the purposes specified in the Act of Incorporation. 


FORM OF A DEVISE OF REAL ESTATE. 


I also give, bequeath, and devise to THz AMERICAN Baptist Missionary UNION, one certain lot of land with the build- 


ings thereon standing [here describe the premises with exactness aud particularity], to be held and possessed by the same 
Union, their successors and assigns forever, for the purposes specified in the Act of Incorporation. 


LETTERS FOR MISSIONARIES 


Can be mailed direct from any Post-Office in the United States, at the following rates per Aal/-ounce : — 


Burman, Assam, Manras, 10 cents, via Brindisi, Southampton, or German Mail. 
Jaran, AND Nincpoo, Cuina, via California, 5 cents. 
Swatow, CHINA, ro cents. 


Bankok, Siam, via Southampton, 27 cents, and 31 cents via Brindisi. 
European Letrers, 5 cents. 


Friends who may prefer to forward their letters through the Missionary Rooms can enclose them, with the postage, in an 
envelope directed to F. A. Smitu, Treasurer, Tremont Temple, Boston, who will mail them with the official correspondence. 


The Baptist Missionary Magazine 


CLUB-LIST. 
A SPECIAL OFFER FOR 1877. 
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WE will send to any person “The Baptist Missionary Magazine” and either of the publications found 
in the following club-list at the reduced price given against each publication. The price includes postage 
and one full year’s subscription. 


aa «©6Directions. — After you have received the first copy of the paper or magazine that you have ordered from us, if 
tdoes not then come regularly, you should write to the publisher and not to us. Do not fail to state in your letter whether your 
name is a renewal or a new subscription to any of the papers or magazines you order. Send money by a post-office money order, 
registered letter, or bank draft. If you want more than one paper or magazine that is found on our list, you can order any 
number, deducting ninety cents from the price set against each publication. Send statement of what is wanted when not on our 
list, a reply with club-rates will be at once returned. Should you already have paid in advance for the “‘ Magazine,” you can 
order any periodical by deducting ninety cents from the club-rates, thus making them all less than the publishers’ price. 


LITERATURE AND GENERAL INTELLI- Publishers? Or 
GENCE. | 


Our 
Publishers? N.Y. Tribune (weekly) 
price. yates. NY. Tribune (daily) 
H 5M . Boston Journal (daily) 
arper's Magazine. . . $4.00 $4.45 Boston Globe (weekly 


Week « 2.00 ‘ 

Harper's Bazar (fashions) . . .. 4,00 4-45 Boston Traveller (weekly «te 2.60 

Atlantic Monthly 4,00 4:39 Boston Traveller (daily). . . 9.00 9-00 

Eclectic Magazine . . . . §,00 5.00 Boston Advertiser (weekly) . . 220 2.90 

Edinburgh Review (reprint) . + 4.00 430 Detroit Free Press.  . + «+ 200 250 

Galaxy 4:39 Webster's Dictionary . . 12.00 10,00 

Leslie's Illustrated News. © 4:35 

Macmillan’s The Watchman (new subscribers). + 3-20 3.35 

5 5.60 N.Y. Observer (new subscribers) 3.15 3-15 

Appleton’s Journal. . . . . . 300 3.50 GoldenRule , 250 3.25 

Bheckwood’s Magazine (reprint) . . . 400 4.30 he Independent (new subscribers) . . 3.00 3-60 

Heraldof Health . . . 2.85 Baptist Quarterly Review (new subscribers). 3.00 3-75 

London Review (reprint) . 4.00 4.30 (new subscribers) 270 

eterson's Magazine . 2.00 2. | 

British uarterly Review (reprint) JUVENILE PUBLICATIONS. 

Dexter Smith’s Paper (music) 150 230 Our Young Folks’ Magazine 

Times (semi-weekly) . + 3:00 Youth's Companion (new subscribers). 1.75255 


Our offer of premiums made in the January number of the “ Magazine” will remain in force. 
Address all communications to 


W. G. CORTHELL, Manager, 
MIssIoN RooMs, TREMONT TEMPLE, BOSTON. 


THE BAPTIST MISSIONARY MAGAZINE. 


From January, 1877, the MAGAZINE will be the only periodical published exclusively in the interest of 
the A. B. M. Union, the MACEDONIAN being surrendered to the Woman’s Society. 

_ It contains the latest intelligence from the foreign mission-felds, together with editorials, and articles 
discussing questions relating to the enterprise of missions. 
Seventy-fourth year. ‘The oldest Baptist periodical in America. Terms (postage prepaid) one dollar 
and ten cents per annum in advance. Ten copies and upwards to one address, eighty-five cents per copy. 

The “ Magazine” and “ Helping Hand” to one address, one dollar and thirty-five cents. 
Send all orders and remittances to ! 
W. G. CORTHELL, Manager, 


MIssION Rooms, TREMONT TEMPLE, | 
BOSTON. 
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Everything for Sunday Schools, 


Sunday School Superintendents and Teachers will find the hest assort- 
ment of PERIODICALS, QUESTION BOOKS, BOUND VOLUMES 


OF NOTES, etc., to be found in New England, at the rooms of the American 
Sunday School Union. 


Particular attention is invited to our stock of 


Bibles, Testaments, Blackboards, Reward Cards, 


Record Books, Infant Class Papers, &c. 


TEACHERS BIBLES, 


In great variety of sizes and styles of binding, from $1.50 to $16.00 


GOSPEL HYMNS, No. 2, 
By IRA D. SANKEY, anv P. P. BLISS. 
Catalogues, Specimen Papers, List of Lessons for 1877, sent free to any address, 
Amarican Sabbath Schoo! Union, 


NEW ENGLAND AGENCY, 40 WINTER ST. JAMES A. CROWLEY, Agt. 


OAK HALL ULSTERS, 


AND OTHER THINGS. 


_ The continued and ever-increasing demand for our make of Ulster Overcoats has 
Sters, decided us to keep a full assortment at all seasons. 


Price $6 to $60. 


the business year at O\L FI \LL closes. During this time we shall offer daily 
Special Lots, consisting of odd garments, broken lots, and such goods in the men’s 

g and boys’ departments as we do not wish to carry to the stock account of our new 
year, at prices which are intended ¢o sedi the stock. 


‘* Who reads an American book?” is no longer asked in England, where + 
fellow, Lowell, and a host of other American writers, down to Bret Ilarte and M 


Twain, find as many admirers as in their own country. “‘ Who wear .\merican 
9 clothes?” might have been asked a few years ago; but with the present low cost of 
0 ete | S 1 material, and the wonderful facilities for manufacturing, we may see the English mar- 
ket popes with American garments. the proprietors of Oak Hall have already 
received orders from abroad for their ‘‘ Boston Shooting-Suit;” and at the extremely 
low price at which every thing is offered to-day at Oak Ilall, it would not seem un- 
projitable to export a few thousand suits. 


For the charitable and the economical, Tr the best chance ever offered in 

Boston will be found this week at Oak tlall It is only necessary to bie te this place, 

Ch * | and see the eager throng, to be satisfied that the attraction is real and the enthusiasm 
genuine. 

aritab a, These are some of our specialties: Wind-proof, flannel-lined Leather Vests and 

Jackets,'of which we are the sole makers; the ‘* Boston Shooting-Suit,” made only at 

Oak ‘tall, and sold all over the United States as the standard sportsman’s garment; 


> “ and Military Work and itegalia of all kinds. Our Military Department is the larg- 
PCla es est and most complete in New England; and we are prepared at all times to send 
& samples and estimates and experienced men to any town or city in New England. 
‘¢ are already moving in spring work in this department; should be pleased to send 

an illustrated catalogue to any address. 


A discount of ten per cent is allowed on all orders received from clergymen! 


& W. SEMMONS & SOW, 


Oak Hall, 
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BIND YOUR MAGAZINES. 


ROBERT BURLEN, 
BOOK BINDER, 


30 EXCHANGE ST.. BOSTON. 


Special attention paid to binding large 
Illustrated, Works Engravings, 
Mugazines, &c. 


CHILDREN 
WANT THESE TWO MAGAZINES. 


WIDE AWAKE, $2.00 per annum. 
The Popular Pictorial Magazine. 
3 months for 50 cents. Try it. 


BABYLAND. socts. per annum. Large print. 
Heavy paper. Full of Pictures. For the smallest 
children. Six months for 25 cts. Try it. Address 


D. LOTHROP & CO., 


32 Franklin St., Boston, Mass. 


LOCKWOOD, BROOKS & CO. 


HAVE NOW READY 


Sermons on the International S. 8S. 
Lessons for 1877. 


By the Monpsy Crus. Crown 8vo, cloth, $1.50. 

*,* This series of Sermons on the International S. S. 
Lessons for 1877 is a worthy successor of the volume pub- 
lished last year, which attracted wide attention. 

The Monpay Cuivus comprises the following ministers, 
now, or lately, in and about Boston: Kev. Edwin C. Bissell, 
Gratz, Austria; Prof. J. Wesley Churchill, Andover Mass. ; 
Rev, Albert I!. Currier, Lynn, Mass.; Kev. James R. 
Danforth, Philadelphia, Penn.; Kev. Albert E. Dunning, 
Boston, Mass.; Kev. Addison P. Foster, Chelsea, Mass., 
Rev. Henry M. Grout, Concord, Mass.; Kev. tlenry S. 
Kelsey, Woburn, Mass., Kev. George R. Leavitt, Cam- 
bridgeport, Mass., Rev. David O. Mears, North Cambridge, 
Mass , Kev. S. Lewis B. Speare, Charlestown, Mass. 


” FIFTY YEARS with the SABBATH SCHOOLS. 


By Kev. Asa Buttarp. With Steel portrait of author. 

12mo, cloth, $1.75 

*,* Mr. Bullard’s labors of half a century with the Sabbath 
Schools entitle him to speak with intelligence upon the subject, 
and the work will attract a large circle of readers. 

‘The above books at all Bookstores, and sent postpaid to any 
address upon receipt of price. 

Send for samples of the Sunday School papers which we 
publish for The American Tract Society: The Christian 
Banner, for adults; The Child at Home, for children; 
and Apples of Gold, for youngest readers. 


LOCKWOOD, BROOKS & CO., Pi:blishers, 
381 Washington Street, Boston. 


THE March number of 
the Magazine will 
contain a list of all 
the desirable books 
bearing upon the sub- 
ject of Baptist Mis- 
sions. They will be 
supplied from _ this 
office at the lowest 
rates. 


THE AWAKENINC: 


AN EXQUISITELY TOUCHING AND CHARMING 
TRACT BY THEREMIN. 


There is nothing finer of its kind in the 
language. 


Sold by all the principal religious bookstores in 
Boston. 


_ PRICE SIX CENT EACH. 


It will be sent to any person who will forward two 
3-cent and a I-cent postage stamp to 


A. BUTLER, G2 Sudbury Street, Bosten, 


Would you open your neigh- 


bor’s heart and pocket for For- 
eign Missions? Get him totake 
the ** Magazine.” Let our mot- 
to be ** We will double the list 
for 1877.” 
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A DOZEN REASONS 


WHY THE 


PAIN KILLER, 


MANUFACTURED BY 


PERRY DAVIS & SON — 


IS THE 


BEST FAMILY MEDICINE OF THE AGE 


AND WHY IT SHOULD BE KEPT ALWAYS NEAR AT HAND:— 


PAIN-KILLER is the most certain Cholera cure that medical science has produced. 
PAIN-KILLER, as a Diarrhza and Dysentery remedy, is unequalled. It seldom if ever fails. 
PAIN-KILLER will cure Cramps or Pains in any part of the system. A single dose usually effects 
a cure. 
PAIN-KILLER will cure Dyspepsia and Indigestion, if used according to directions. 
PAIN-KILLER is an almost never failing cure for Sudden Colds, Coughs, &c. 
PAIN-KILLER has proved itself a Soverign Remedy for Fever and Ague and Chill Fever; it has 
cured the most obstinate cases. 
PAIN-KILLER, as a liniment, is unequalled. For Frost Bites, Chilblains, Burns, Bruises, Cuts, 
Sprains, &c., no Physician can do more than it. 
PAIN-KILLER has cured cases of Rheumatism and Neuralgia after years standing. 
PAIN-KILLER will destroy Boils, Felons, Whitlows, Old Sores, and Swelled Jvints, giving relief 
from pain after the first application. 
1oth. PAIN-KILLER cures Headache, Toothache, and pains in any part of the body. 
11th. PAIN-KILLER will subdue that agonizing Pain almost instantly, whether internal or external. 
12th. PAIN-KILLER will save you days of sickness and many a dollar in time and doctor’s bills. 
PAIN-KILLER is a purely vegetable preparation, safe to keep and to use in every family. The sim- 
plicity attending its use, together with the great variety of diseases that may be entirely eradicated by it, 
and the great amount of pain and suffering that can be alleviated through its use, make it imperative upon 
every person to supply themselves with this valuable remedy, and to keep it always near at hand. 
The PAIN-KILLER is now known and appreciated in every quarter of the globe. Physicians rec- 
ommend it in their practice, while all classes of society have found in it relief and comfort. 
Give it a trial. Be sure and buy the genuine. Every druggist, and nearly every country store-keeper 
and grocer throughout the land keep it for sale. 


PERRY DAVIS & SON, Manufacturers and Proprietors. 


PRINCIPAL DEPOT: PROVIDENCE, R. I. 


Western Branch: Cincinnatti, Ohio. 
European Branch: 17 Southampton Row, London, England. 
Dominion Branch: 378 St, Paul Street, Montreal. 


Agencies at Calcutta : & Co., 
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FAIRBANKS’ SCALES. 


THE STANDARD OF THE WORLD. 


HIGHEST PRIZE AT PARIS, 1867. 
HIGHEST PRIZE AT VIENNA, 1873. 
HIGHEST PRIZE AT MONTREAL, 1873. 
HIGHEST PRIZE AT PHILADELPHIA, 1874 
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THE MOST ACCURATE, THE MOST OUR. THE MOST CONVENIENT, 


In every respect worthy ef the most implicit confidence. Adapted to the standard of all nations. 


| WAREHOUSES, 
2 MILK STREET, BOSTON. 311 BROADWAY, NEW YORK. 


FAIRBANKS, BROWN & CO. FAIRBANKS & CO. 
FAIRBANKS SCALES. 


\ 


VALUABLE RELIGIOUS BOOKS, 


PUBLISHED BY HURD & HOUGHTON New York: 


H. O. HOUGHTON & CO., Boston: 
The Riverside Press, Cambridge. 


Havine relinquished business and disposed of our copyrights and sterebtype plates to Messrs H. O. Houghton & Co., and 
having the fullest confidence in the business ability and integrity of that firm, we take great pleasure in commendin them to all 
the friends and customers who have known and dealt with us in the fifty-eight years, now just completed, during which we have 
been established in this city as Booksellers and Publishers, 


CROCKER & BREWSTER. 
Boston, Nov. 1, 1876. 


WORKS OF EDWARD ROBINSON, D.D., LL.D., 


LATE PROFESSOR OF BIBLICAL LITERATURE IN THE UNION THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY, NEW YorK. 


Harmony of the Four Gospels, in Greek, 8vo, cloth, $2.00. THE SAME, in English, 12mo, 
cloth, $1.00. 


Biblical Researches in Palestine. 
cloth, $1.00. 


3 vols., 8vo, with Maps, cloth, $10.00. Maps separate, 


We have found in this work more solid and important information on the geography and on the topography of the Holy 
Land than has accumulated since the days of “ 'eland’s Palestine.” We have not the slightest hesitation in pronouncing the 


wepoemneny of Jerusalew in this work by far the most full, complete, and satisfactory which has yet appeared in any language. 
This work, by the industry, good sense, and erudition displayed throughout its pages, does great credit, and we trust is of happy 
omen to the rising literature of America.’— London Quarterly Review. 

La er Biblical Researches in Palestine. 1 vol., 8vo, cloth, $3.00. 


Physical Geography of the Holy Land. A supplement to the author’s Biblical Researches in 
Palestine. 8vo, cloth, $3.50. 


Translation of Gessnius’ Hebrew and f£nglish Lexicon of the Old Testament, 
iucluding the Biblical Chaldee. 8 vo, half Russia, $7.50. 


This is a very beautiful and complete edition of the best Hebrew Lexicon ever yet produced. — London Clerical Fournal. 


Engiish-H brew Lexicon: being a complete Verbal Index to Gesenius’ Hebrew Lexicon. By 
JoserH Lewis PoTTer, A.M., $2.00. 


Caimeat’s Dictionary of tha Bible. 
sheep, $5.50 


The mechanical execution is without fault. After having made use of the volume for more than three years, we do not 
recollect to have witnessed a single Ag ag error. . . . The additions of Professor (obinson we consider as altogether 
the most valuable part of the volume. T' 


hey bear the marks of much learned research, and of sound judgment. — Biblical 
Repository and Quarterly Ubserver. 
THE SAME, abridged for Schools and Young Persons. 


Revised, with large additions. Maps and Cuts. Royal 8vo, 


18mo, sheep, $1.00. 


Smith’s Dic:ionary of the Bible, Comprising its Antiquities, Biography, Geography, and Natural 
History. Amevican Edition, unabridged, enlarged, and corrected. Edited by Prof. H. B. HACKETT 
and Ezra AsBoT, L.L. D. 4 vols., 8 vo, cloth, $26.00; sheep, $30; half calf, $35.00 

Neand :r’s General Hist ry of the Christian ketigion and Church. Translated from 


the German by Rev. JosepH Torrey, Professor in the University of Vermont. 5 vols., 8vo, 
cluth, $18.00. 


Neander’s Church History is one of the most profound, carefully considered, dee 
independent historical works that has ever been written 


ply philosophized candid, truly liberal, and 
n 
other Church History in existence . . 


In all these respects it stands head and shoulders above almost any 
I Professor Torrey has executed admirably his part of the task; and I can say of his 
translation (what I can say about no other that I have ever seen), I now use the translation constantly in preference to the 
original — &. Stowe, Andover, Mass. 


Scort’ Family ible. 6 vols., royal 8vo, sheep, $18.00. 


I prefer Scott’s Commentary on the Bible sbove every similar work in the English language. — Rev. Dr. Cornelius. 


Sermons Preachad up,on scveral Occasions by Rodert ~outh, D.D. In 5 vols. 8vo, 
cloth, $15.00. 


We doubt if, in the single quality of freshness and force of expression, of rapid and rushing life, an iter of English 
from Milton to Burke, equalled South. — E. P. cx American 


Shairp’s Calturs and Rol. gion i. some of thair Rela By J. C. Suarrp, Principal 
of the United College of St. Salvator and St. Leonard, St. Andrews. 
top, paper title, $1.25. 


This is one of the most stimulating books we have ever read. — Utica Gospel Messenger. 


N.B.— The above books can be procured throvgh the nearest bookseller, or will 
be sent free of expense on receipt of the advertised price. 


In one vol, 16mo, red cloth, gilt 


an 


a) OT 
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